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Provocateur 


Letters to the Times 
I Didn’t Send 

I don't write to the New York Times about cars as often as I used to. It's 
gotten harder to muffle my disdain for ear culture in all the layers of 
nuance the Times requires. What I want to do is grab the writer or editor 
by the shirtfront and shout, It's the car, stupid. As in this sample culled 
from responses to a single edition, Thursday, Feb. 10. 


by Charles Komanoff 
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Charles Komanoff, a T.A. member since 1974 and 
T.A. president during 1986-92, is active with the 
pedestrian rights group Right Of Way. 

Provocateur is an exploration of ideas related to cycling, walking, or the impact of car culture on 
how we live. It is intended to provoke indignation, reflection and just plain thought. Provocateur 
does not reflect the official position of Transportation Alternatives. 
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It’s the Kids Outside the Car, Stupid” 

Dear managing editor: 

You did it again. For the umpteenth time von 
ran an article reporting “stepped up efforts” by’auto 
corporations and their government sidekicks to T t 
parents to restrain” (love that word!) their kids 
inside the family car. What you faded, as usual to 

esTeZTZ ^^ cMdren " in cr ash- 
arent riding in a car: they’re run over by one 

I raffic crashes are the leading cause of death 
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ave the 50 percent of children killed by cars on 
the sidewalk or in the street? 

The possibility that the true solution lies in 

le™ “TT r are f ° r aU ldds - and living 
dently lies in some parallel universe 
never to be visited by the Times. 
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Act for Safe Streets 

T.A. is calling on its members to 
do two things to help make sure 2000 
is not a repeat of 1999’s cycling cata¬ 
strophe. 

First, keep riding your bike. More 
cyclists means safer streets. 

Second, send in the enclosed 
postcard calling on the City Council to 
conduct an oversight hearing of 
police traffic safety in light of the 
near doubling in cycling deaths. 


"Obviously, we have too 
many people driving 
aggressively in the City 
of New York." 

- Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, 1/14/00 



Act of God 

A n "act of God" is what insurance companies call random, unavoidable events - 
like the Mir space station plunging into your kitchen. Similarly, the word "acci¬ 
dent" is defined as anything that happens unexpectedly, without known cause; 
chance or fortune. 

When a bicyclist or pedestrian is killed, the police department's Accident Investiga¬ 
tion Squad is called. They measure skid marks, photograph the scene and make diagrams. 
All very scientific. Or is it? When homicide 
detectives are called in, they assume that a 
murder has occurred. So they look for evi¬ 
dence to find the murderer. Accident inves¬ 
tigators are different. When a cyclist or 
pedestrian is killed, they tend to assume 
that an "accident" has occurred. The reason¬ 
ing is that motorists are not out to kill 
cyclists and pedestrians. Not surprisingly, 
police accident investigators in NYC rarely 

pin fault on the driver. More often, they find either no one at fault, or that the victim 
made a mistake and the driver just happened to drive into him or her. 

Thus, it was important the mayor bluntly declare that the surge in cycling deaths was 
caused by aggressive drivers. The mayor properly compared aggressive driving to drunk dri¬ 
ving. A critical analogy, since aggressive driving, like drunk driving decades ago, is often con¬ 
sidered a victimless crime - a matter of manners. Fie also noted that drunk driving plunged 
after police took vigorous action. The mayor seems to understand something about speeding 
and dangerous driving that the police and district attorneys do not. Mainly, the intent and 
motivation of dangerous drivers are irrelevant. It is their actions that count. After years 
of work by Mothers Against Drunk Driving, society considers drinking and driving danger¬ 
ous and irresponsible, even potentially murderous. It is time for Americans to take the 
next step and understand that speeding and aggressive driving are just as irresponsible 
and should be criminally and socially sanctioned like drunk driving is. Just this year, 
Great Britain's police are to begin treating traffic deaths more like crimes than accidents. 

Ironically, while the mayor clearly understands that dangerous drivers should be held 
responsible for their actions, he misses the larger culpability his policies have in the 
recent cycling deaths. In the last five years, traffic in NYC has grown by 17%. While a 
robust economy and suburban sprawl has much to do with it, so does the expansion of 
mega-stores and this administration's other traffic promoting policies. For instance, the 
mayor's DOT has persistently favored traffic flow over cycling and pedestrian safety. Traf¬ 
fic lights are timed to move traffic, not reduce speeding, and numerous bike lanes and 
sidewalk projects have been stymied in favor of moving more cars. 

Neither the inundation of NYC by an 


invading army of automobiles, nor the 
murderously irresponsible behavior of 
individual drivers are accidents or "acts 
of God." They are, to paraphrase the 
mayor, behavior that can be changed by 
the right policies. 




John Kaehny 
Executive Director 

P.S. Thanks to everyone who has responded 
to our emergency appeal — your support is 
imperative to winning the safe streets we 
all deserve. If you haven't yet given, I hope 
you'll consider making a special gift today. 

Keep riding — more cyclists means safer streets. 
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Cycling News 


“Cherry Walk” Path on the Hudson Completed 


I n December, the Parks Department com¬ 
pleted the Cherry Walk portion of the 
Hudson River Greenway between 100th 
and 125th Street along the Hudson, the 
path offers spectacular vistas of the river 
and the George Washington Bridge. Cherry 
Walk's completion is encouraging, and adds 
urgency to efforts to complete the River- 
walk path project to the north and south. 
However, the path emphasizes how the 
Henry Hudson Expressway has destroyed 
this gorgeous portion of the waterfront. The 
finished Cherry Walk is a pleasant enough 
place to zoom past on a bike, but will prob¬ 
ably overwhelm many pedestrians with 
constant, pounding highway noise. 



CityRacks — Just Waiting for the Thaw 


ft 

Ai 


fter years of delay and more 
recently, months of wrangling 
with a contractor, the NYC 
epartment of Transportation's 
CityRacks program has gotten a second 
wind. Once the snow melts, the contractor 
will install 700 racks by the spring. The 
locations span the five boroughs but 
installation will begin south of Central 
Park in Manhattan. T.A. has fought hard 
for the CityRacks program over the years- 


we look forward to seeing it finally get in 
gear. You can help select the next 700 rack 
locations by filling in the form at 
http://www.ci.nyc.ny.us/html/dot/html/get 
_around/bike/rackfrm1.html or call T.A. at 
212-629-8080 and we can fax you a form. 
You can also come by the T.A. office and 
pick up request forms to hand out to the 
owners of stores/schools/libraries/muse¬ 
ums that you frequent - so they can sub¬ 
mit locations too. 


Building Access Hearing Delayed 

F looded with hundreds of letters and postcards, SpeakerVallone advised the NY 
City Council Committee of Housing and Buildings to hold a hearing for the 
Building Access Legislation, Int. 584. Since then, the Building Owners and 
Managers Association of Greater NY (BOMA) have hardened their stand against 
mandating bike access for all buildings with freight elevators. The date for the hearing 


has now been pushed back to late summer 
in encouraging people to bike to work. We 
cannot allow this legislation to slide off 
into oblivion. 

In the interim, T.A. will pursue a two- 
track program towards establishing bicycle 
access in commercial buildings. Bicycle 
access in NYC currently operates on a build- 
ing-by-building basis. T.A. looks forward to 
working with BOMA NY to establish a pro¬ 
gram to voluntarily put into practice the 
provisions of the legislation. Following the 
lead of BOMA San Francisco, which already 
has this voluntary program in place, we can 
establish a bike access policy now. As build¬ 
ing access promises to benefit all New York¬ 
ers, T.A. will continue pushing this vital 
legislation in City Council. 


or early fall. Secure bike parking is critical 

Cyclists Stuff Oprah 
Anti-Cycling Show 

T o the horror of Oprah fans and non¬ 
fans alike, her web site posed the 
question "should there be a law mak¬ 
ing it illegal for bike riders 
to ride on city streets?" ■ . 
According to the site, ML 

Oprah intended to have a 
show on the subject. Thankfully the show 
idea was killed - by a flood of angry email 
responses from cyclists across the globe. 
See the T.A. web site (www.transalt.org) for 
a sample of Oprah's mail. 


Bike Innovation 

Cities Peddle 
Bike Videos 

T wo major cities in the U.S. are 
using cutting-edge videos to pro¬ 
mote cycling and to educate 
motorists. The City of Philadelphia 
hired the Bike Coalition of Delaware Valley 
to help produce a video to encourage peo¬ 
ple to bicycle and remind motorists that 
cyclists have a right to the road. The sharp, 
media-savvy video runs seven minutes and 
was made professionally for $80,000. The 
City of Chicago is following suit by hiring 
the Chicagoland Bicycle Federation to 
make a similar video advocating safer 
cycling on their streets. In Chicago the idea 
originated from the owner of a messenger 
company. She asked the city for help in 
training her employees. Chicago obtained 
$20,000 in federal funds for the project. 

It has yet to be seen how these videos 
will be used. They could have a potentially 
powerful effect. Cities should target dri¬ 
vers' education classes, messenger train¬ 
ing classes and defensive driving classes. 
Additionally, the videos could function as 
alternative sentencing - reduction or 
elimination of traffic violation fines in 
lieu of attendance at a class showing the 
video. NYC should create videos for 
motorists, including taxi and bus drivers, 
to educate and encourage them to share 
the road safely. Training videos for mes¬ 
sengers, delivery people and everyday 
cyclists would do wonders to make 
cyclists aware of the laws and their right 
to the road. 
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Cycling News 



Flawed B-Bridge Entrance Needs Finish 


B y spring, construction on the Manhattan side of the 
Brooklyn Bridge will be completed. Its finish marks a 
giant benchmark in T.A.'s eight-year campaign to win 
better bike and pedestrian access to the bridge. The new 
access will provide more space for cyclists and pedestrians, and 
should make it easier to get on and off the promenade. Cyclists 
please take note: the completed entrance will shift the bicycle 
lane to the north side of the promenade and the foot lane to the 
south. This switch is intended to reduce conflict between cyclists 
and pedestrians at the new entrance. 

While the new entrance will certainly look nicer than today's 
unsightly traffic island on Centre Street, it still leaves much to be 
desired. The Department of Transportation has obstinately reject¬ 
ed the excellent design improvements of urban designers Carolyn 
Konheim and Michael King, which would make the entrances 
safer and more effective. Their simple recommendations include 
moving crosswalks and stop bar markings. DOT'S continued resis¬ 


tance to these fine suggestions will prolong the daily frustration 
and conflict between cyclists and pedestrians. T.A. will continue 
advocating these improvements. 



New Bike Lane Sign Is Tough to Ignore 


K udos to the police department for placing an electronic 
variable message sign by the bike lane at 6th Avenue 
and 24th Street. The sign instructs motorists not to 
block the bike lane or face fines and towing. 6th Avenue 
between 24th and 25th Streets is narrowed, shifted to the west, 
and parking is removed because of a major construction project 
on the east side of the street. The sign is placed in a way to keep 
motorists from driving through the bike lane, in what had been 
the parking lane. 


DOT Steps Up to Bat 
on Slippery Plates 


T .A. discovered that last summer the Department of Trans¬ 
portation quietly eliminated its own rule requiring the 
steel plates covering street cuts be skid-proof and flush 
with the surrounding surface. After receiving letters from 
T.A., our members and City Councilman Leffler calling for the 


skid-proof regulation to be 
reinstated, Assistant Com¬ 
missioner William Hirsch 
wrote T.A. that the DOT 
was "currently soliciting 
skid resistant plate specifi¬ 
cations from other cities 
and states." Additionally, 
the DOT'S Highway Inspection and Quality Assurance Department 
is testing a range of skid resistant materials. 

DOT'S response is encouraging. Write and remind the DOT that 
we appreciate their reevaluation of this rule change and hope 
they will continue to move toward a reinstatement of Section 2- 
11 (e)(10) of the Highway Rules and Regulations. 


Write to: 

William Hirsch, AICP 
Assistant Commissioner 
Bureau of Permit Management 
and Construction Control 
40 Worth St. Rm. 905 
New York, NY 10013 


City Councilmembers Push Police Outreach to Cyclists 


W est Side Councilwomen Ronnie Eld ridge and Chris¬ 
tine Quinn have joined with T.A. in urging local 
police precincts to establish an outreach campaign 
to businesses that utilize food delivery cyclists. Due 
to sporadic enforcement and a lack of education directed at own¬ 
ers and managers, prior police attempts to curtail sidewalk riding 
have not succeeded. 

The new outreach effort would be a variation on T.A.'s Give 
Respect/Get Respect campaign, structured like police liquor law 
enforcement programs. Currently, precincts with underage drink¬ 
ing problems send out teams of officers to visit bars and remind 
the owners and managers to comply with the existing laws. T.A. 


and the Councilwomen have asked the police precincts to create 
a similar team to regularly visit businesses that use bicycles to 
make deliveries. 

Similarly, the NYPD could regularly remind the existing restau¬ 
rant owners and managers to comply with cycling laws and if need 
be, summons them. The officers would also distribute multilingual 
flyers illustrating NYC's cycling laws to the delivery cyclists. This 
program would ensure regular police contact with restaurant 
managers and delivery people, creating a consistent and effective 
presence in the community. T.A. is encouraged by the Councilmem¬ 
bers' positive approach towards the sidewalk cycling problem and 
hopes to expand the initiative on the East Side soon. 
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Cycling News 


Cycling Deaths Soar to Historic High 



I n late December, the cycling world 
was stunned to learn that cycling 
deaths nearly doubled in 1999. A 
record 35 NYC bicyclists were killed. 
Compare this to 18 deaths in 1998, and the 
previous high of 24 deaths in 1985. The toll 
was such a surprise because of reporting 
delays from the police, and because the 
first six months of the year included only 
an average number of cycling fatalities. T.A. 
reacted swiftly to the horrible news by 
orchestrating extensive press coverage and 
conducting a well attended, January 9th, 
vigil at City Hall. The event included elo¬ 
quent statements by many cyclists and 
featured 35 cyclists in repose with their 
bikes: a dramatic reminder of the magni¬ 
tude of the previous year's tragedy. T.A.'s 
vigil, and the enormous press coverage it 
generated, prompted the mayor to pledge a 
crackdown on aggressive drivers at his 
state of the city address two days later. 

Mayor Pledges Action 

The mayor's address made it completely 
clear that the police crackdown on aggres¬ 
sive drivers was intended to make cyclists 
and pedestrians safer. The mayor said 
"Obviously we have too many people dri¬ 
ving aggressively in the City of New York. 
We need an aggressive driving program." 
The mayor also noted that the decrease in 
drunk driving fatalities came about 
"...because of policy - policy that caused 
people to change their behavior, and in the 
process saved lives." The mayor added, "So 
we're going to dedicate specific patrol cars 
to this effort. 25 of them will be outfitted 
with two cameras. We're going to focus on 
areas in the City that have seen the most 


accidents." The mayor then ordered the cars 
of aggressive drivers be seized, adding 
"That's a serious penalty for a serious crime. 
It'll remind people that driving is a privilege, 
and that when you exercise that privilege, 
you have the responsibility to do it safely." 

Where is the Crackdown on 
Aggressive Drivers? 

The mayor's remarks were encouraging to 
beleaguered cyclists - especially his unam¬ 
biguous assertion that the problem was 
dangerous driving and that he was going 
to do something about it. Unfortunately, so 
far, the police department has done noth¬ 
ing to prevent a repeat of last year's 
cycling catastrophe. According to police 
sources, the 25 camera-equipped patrol 
cars assigned to stopping aggressive dri¬ 
ving are spending all of their time on area 
highways — not the city streets where 


cyclists and pedestrians are dying. Remark¬ 
ably, police officials say the aggressive dri¬ 
ving program, with its video camera cars, is 
tailored for highway enforcement only. 
Thus, the mayor's strong words have trans¬ 
lated into absolutely no concrete action by 
the police or any other City agency. 

Cops Blame Victims 

Prior to the mayor's remarks, police offi¬ 
cials told the press that cyclists were to 
blame for their own deaths in 70°/o of the 
cases. The cops claimed that careful crash 
investigations revealed this fact. T.A. has 
filed a Freedom of Information request to 
see what these reports say. We are skepti¬ 
cal of police crash investigation methods. 
Motorists caused three of the fatal cycling 
crashes that we have detailed knowledge 
of. An extensive analysis of five years of 
NYC pedestrian and cycling fatalities by 
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the group Right of Way found motorists 
partially or completely responsible in 74% 
of bike and pedestrian fatalities, and par¬ 
tially at fault in 90%. Other national stud¬ 
ies suggest that motorists are at fault in 
70% of cycling fatalities — the opposite of 
the NYPD's conclusion here. 

It is becoming apparent that the way 
the police conduct crash investigations 
leaves much to be desired. NYC would be 
well served by adopting the "coroner's 
inquest" system used by Toronto. There, 
every cycling and pedestrian fatality is 
investigated by the coroner's office the 
same way that murders are. This would 
inject an objective, public health perspec¬ 
tive into a police culture which assumes 
that cyclists either kill themselves or die 
by "accident." Of course, looming above all 
is the much bigger cultural and legal prob¬ 
lem that motorists who kill and maim 
almost always go unpunished. 

Ironically, the logic of the police 
"blame the victim" approach assumes a 
huge increase in the number of cyclists. This 
assumption is not supported by DOT cycle 
counts which show a slight decline in every¬ 
day cycling. The police stance that cyclists 
are killing themselves is very dangerous. It is 
an excuse not to increase or change police 
traffic enforcement strategies. Instead, the 
cops reason that safety education for 
cyclists is the answer. Along these lines, 
police officials have reached out to T.A. for 
ideas on how to reach out to cyclists. 


Who Died? 


We only know the names and stories of a 
few of those killed, otherwise we would 
share them here. But, thanks to the group 
Right of Way and T.A. research, we do know 
some things. Thirty two of the cyclists killed 
were men, and the median age of the vic¬ 
tims is 38. This said, the cyclists killed 
belied the common NYC stereotype of dare¬ 
devil, young bike messengers. Five of the 
cyclists were killed in Manhattan south of 
60th street, where messengers are concen¬ 
trated, and only one in Manhattan north of 
60th where complaints about food delivery 
cyclists are concentrated. 
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T.A/s Recommendations 

In a January 21 letter to the police and the 
mayor's office, T.A urged a comprehensive 
enforcement and education plan for both 
motorists and bicyclists. Including: 

• Target aggressive driving and speeding 
enforcement on locations where 
cyclists are killed and injured. 

• Increase speeding enforcement on 
streets (as opposed to highways only). 

• Install "Share the Road" signs to remind 
police and public of cyclists' right to road. 

• Teach taxi drivers to share the road 
with bicycles and discharge passengers 
at the curb. 

• Place posters in bike shops and commu¬ 
nity centers, with rules of the road and 
cycling hints. 

• Create safe cycling videos for adult 
cyclists and allow cyclists to fulfill the 
penalties for some traffic violations by 
attending safe cycling classes. 

• Promote Give Respect/Get Respect out¬ 
reach events. 

Conclusion 

Making streets safe for cyclists will require 
a combination of enforcement, engineer¬ 
ing and education. That means things like 
cops busting dangerous drivers, well 
designed bike lanes, paths and bridge 
entrances, and a comprehensive education 
campaign using TV, radio, print and bill¬ 
board advertising to inform both motorists 
and cyclists. We have focused here on 
police traffic enforcement, because that is 
what Mayor Giuliani offered as his imme¬ 
diate response to the problem. T.A. agrees 
with the mayor that vigorous enforcement 
can have a big effect on how motorist's 
behave. The short term challenge for T.A. is 
to ensure the police act, and that they 
face the mayor's wrath if they do not. And, 
if the mayor won't honor his pledge? It is 
an election year. 



“Obviously, 
we have too 
many people 
driving 
aggressively 
in the City of 
New York.” 

Excerpt from 

State of the City Address 

January 11, 2000 • Mayor Rudolph Giuliani 


S ince February of last year, when we started 
seizing the automobiles of drunk drivers, 
there has been a 33% or so reduction in the 
number of people killed by drunk drivers, and a 
14% reduction in the number of drunk driving 
accidents. Now this is why it’s unusual. That same 
year there was a roughly 10% increase in the 
overall number of vehicle accidents in the City, and 
a 10% increase in the overall number of fatalities. 

So that decrease in drunk driving fatalities 
did not come about because people are driving 
safer overall. It came about because of a policy- 
a policy that caused people to change their 
behavior, and in the process saved lives. 

So how should we deal with the fact that 
there’s been a 10% increase in fatalities overall, 
and a 75% increase in bike-rider fatalities? 
Obviously, we have too many people driving 
aggressively in the City of New York. We need 
an aggressive driving program that’s focused on 
those aggressive drivers, and also on cyclists and 
pedestrians. We need to stop them from driving 
aggressively, get them to pay attention to what they 
are doing, and make sure they’re obeying all the 
traffic laws- which exist for their safety and safety 
of us all. So we're going to dedicate specific 
patrol cars to this effort. Twenty-five of them will 
be outfitted with two cameras, back and front, so 
they can document instances of blatant aggressive 
and hazardous driving. We’re going to focus on the 
areas in the City that have seen the most accidents. 

And we’re going to do what worked so well 
with drunk driving. If you get arrested for reckless, 
hazardous driving to the point where we charge 
you with a misdemeanor, we're going to take your 
vehicle from you. Misdemeanor violations give us 
the authority under the law, which has been 
upheld by the courts, to take an automobile. 

That’s a serious penalty for a serious crime. 
It'll remind people that driving is a privilege, 
and that when you exercise that privilege, you 
have the responsibility to do it safely. 

Maybe I or someone else will stand here next 
year and be able to say that we’ve reduced the 
number of vehicle fatalities in general — not just 
drunk driving. I hope so. 


Bicycle Fatalities By Borough 


Bronx 

1999 

6 

1998 

3 


Brooklyn 

16 

4 


Manhattan 

6 

4 

9 

Queens 

7 

4 


Staten Island 

0 

0 

i 
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Pressure Points 


Access Denied at Bronx Ferry Point Park 


F erry Point Park is a rugged, former landfill in the east 
Bronx beneath the Whitestone Bridge. The park includes a 
long planned section of The Bronx Greenway. Over the 
next three years, almost half of the public park will be 
reconstructed as a private golf course designed by Jack Nicholas. 
The remainder of the park will be refurbished by the golf course 
developer for public use. Unfortunately, the current golf course 
and park plan, which the City Planning Commission approved in an 
unanimous vote on December 22, 1999, walls off the east side of 
the park from the adjacent Throgs Neck residential neighborhood, 
and cuts off a long awaited section of greenway. Right now, 
neighbors to the east of the park can walk straight into Ferry 
Point. However, once the 
park wall is built those folks 

... , . . I, . Councilmember Madeline 

will have to travel almost 
., . . . ., Provenzano 

three miles to get to the „„„„ .., x x . 

i .. ., 2931 Westchester Ave. 

main park. More than a 

. Bronx, NY 10461 
third of local households in , , 

- .. D . ln Fax:(718) 931-6060 

Community Board 10, com- 1 ’ 

prised mainly of the Throggs Neck neighborhood, do not have a 
car, and three miles is a long detour to take for a picnic in a neigh¬ 
borhood park. By comparison, imagine a resident of Trump Parc 
apartments at Columbus Circle (60th St. and Central Park South) 
having to walk to 110th Street and 5th Ave. to enter Central Park. 

The wall was incorporated into the plan at the behest of 
Community Board 10 and some local residents who fear the 
refurbished park and its new esplanade will attract traffic and 
"outsiders." Along with stopping these "negative" elements, the 
planned wall will cut off the greenway path intended to connect 
to the east side of the park at Schurz Ave. This path is an integral 
part of the 1993 Bronx Greenway Network and the 1996 



David Green 


Department of City Planning's NYC Bicycle Master Plan. T.A. will 
be working with Bronx Borough President Fernando Ferrer, the 
community and the developer with the intent of restoring eastern 
access to the park for cyclists and pedestrians. 

Contact Councilmember Madeline Provenzano and urge her to 
call for an eastern access point to Ferry Point Park. 


Car-Free Central Park Campaign Mobilizes 


C entral Park's once-bucolic loop 
drive is being used as a traffic 
artery - not only destroying 
the pastoral experience of the 
park for thousands of park users, but 
funneling thousands of additional cars 
into the Central Business District. Ironi¬ 
cally, Central Park's loop drives are cre¬ 
ating one of the very urban problems 
the Park was designed to help New 
Yorkers escape. 

The Car-Free Central Park Cam¬ 
paign is gearing up for the spring- 
summer 2000 season, renewing its call 
for a three-month trial closing of the 
park's loop drive. Last summer we col¬ 
lected nearly 1,000 signed post cards 
at the park's north end, addressed to 
City Councilmembers Philip Reed and 
Bill Perkins, whom we met with earlier 
in the year. This year we will be deliv¬ 
ering these cards, as well as launching 
a new card-signing campaign. We also 
are embarking on an ambitious "next 


mayor" strategy. A key part of this 
strategy will be to persuade notable or 
influential people to go on record in 
support of a car-free park. Already, we 
have the wholehearted support of 
Central Park designer Frederick Law 
Olmsted's biographer (see box). We 
also will focus on winning the support 
of at least one of the Community 
Boards surrounding the park and on 
gaining advocates within the Central 
Park Conservancy, which runs the park. 
We understand that some members of 
the Conservancy's Board of Directors 
already support a car-free park. 

Help Save Central Park! 

There are many ways you can help 
make a car-free Central Park a reality 
— from data entry to gathering signa¬ 
tures to gaining celebrity endorse¬ 
ments. Join us today by calling T.A. at 
(212) 629-8080, or by visiting our web 
site at www.transalt.org. 


The singular achievement of Frederick Law Olmsted and 
Calvert Vaux's plan for Central Park is its long-lived ability 
to adapt to a range of uses and users entirely unforeseen 
by their makers. Roller blading, speed walking and even 
bicycling were unknown in the nineteenth century, yet 
the park is ideally suited to these activities. The Sheep 
Meadow has been the site of progressive playgrounds in 
the early 1900s and antiwar demonstrations in the sixties. 
Concerts and plays likewise take their place. Yet there are 
limits to Central Park's flexibility. Olmsted and Vaux went 
to great lengths to ensure that commercial traffic could 
cross the park with the least visual impact, by sinking the 
four transverse roads. Today, the presence of cars on what 
were intended to be leisurely carriage drives within the 
park seriously compromises their vision of a place to 
escape the bustle of the city. Cars are simply too large, 
too noisy, and too fast. "Crowded thoroughfares," Olmsted 
wrote, have "nothing in common with the park proper, 
but every thing at variance with those agreeable senti¬ 
ments which we should wish the park to inspire." 

—Witold Rybczynski, September 1999. 

Rybczynski is author of “A Clearing in the Distance: Fred¬ 
erick Law Olmsted and America in the Nineteenth Centu¬ 
ry” (Scribner; 1999). Rybczynski's book was on President 
Clinton’s summer reading list in 1999. 


ListServe e-mail list: send the message "subscribe" to: 
centralpark-request@ebikes.org 
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Regional Rail 


The Swift Turtle Derailed? 

Anyone who has ever ridden fast, comfortable European trains 
can not help wondering when the United States would see simi¬ 
lar service. Amtrak generated excitement with its promise of 
faster trains on its Boston-Washington Northeast corridor ser¬ 
vice in 1999. Amtrak plans promise to reduce Boston to New 
York travel times from five to three hours, and the New York and 
Washington journey from three to two and one quarter hours. 
"Acela," a fusion of the words acceleration and excellence, 
became the much deliberated name of the train, with a logo 
inspired by a sea turtle's fin. Amtrak hopes that this train will 
live up to its name, while transforming the negative public per¬ 
ceptions plaguing its service. 

Early 2000 brings both good and bad news for Acela. Having 
failed safety tests last year, the high speed trains remain unus¬ 
able. Until the trains are delivered in working order, the slated 
travel times linger beyond reach. On the positive side, Amtrak has 
succeeded in electrifying the track between New Elaven and 
Boston, making the change between electric and diesel locomo¬ 
tives in New Elaven obsolete. Amtrak can now begin running 
"Acela Regional" service, moving passengers between New York 
and Boston in four hours. Once the faster trains are delivered, 
Amtrak hopes that rail travel will appeal to passengers who now 
fly between Northeastern cities. Amtrak now carries 30% of all 
rail and air passengers between Boston and New York, compared 
to 70% between New York and Washington. Increasing both per¬ 
centages would help wean Amtrak from the federal subsidies 
frowned upon by members of Congress. Of course, congressional 
criticism levied against Amtrak's inability to cover all of its costs 
conveniently overlooks the massive federal subsidies received by 
other forms of transportation. 

Will Transit Win Big? 

Governor George Pataki's proposed 2000-2001 budget includes an 
unprecedented allocation of more money for transit construction 
than roads. Under the executive budget, The DOT'S five-year capi¬ 
tal budget for road construction and repair would receive $14.3 
billion in state funding compared to $16.5 billion for the MTA's 
five-year capital plan. The MTA had previously proposed this same 
sum, which was vetoed by the State Senate in December. 

The idea of transit capital spending exceeding capital spending 
on roads prompted the Senate's veto last year and may yet prove 
an obstacle in getting the Governor's budget approved by the state 
legislature. Some senators regard the transit/highway spending 
calculus as a battle between downstate transit users and upstate 
drivers. To eliminate the imbalance, certain senators have suggest¬ 
ed floating bonds to pay for greater spending on highways. 

Elowever, an increase in transit resources makes sense for all 


Metropolitan 


New Yorkers. Upstate, new or expanded highways translate to 
sprawl, lost land, and generation of additional traffic. Across the 
state, more transit equals less pollution, less noise and fewer lives 
lost to traffic accidents. Furthermore, while roads in New York 
have grown in the last fifty years, public transit has seen no sig¬ 
nificant expansion in decades. Pataki's proposed budget allocation 
to DOT provides plenty of funding for road and bridge mainte¬ 
nance; additional money would only be tunneled into road widen¬ 
ing and new road construction- just what New York doesn't need. 


New Jersey 


The Battle of 92 

Despite steady opposition, NJ DOT continues to push for construc¬ 
tion of Route 92, a new road to connect the NJ Turnpike and US 
Route 1. Mayors and other leaders from nearby towns, as well as 
Regional Administrator Jeanne Fox, have written to the US Army 
Corps of Engineers, which is responsible for project approval, 
expressing their concern that the road would worsen truck traffic 
in their area. They maintain that the route would allow trucks to 
use local roads on their way north to 1-287, and argue that the 
state should instead emphasize its ban on through truck traffic. 
The Corps responded by granting the EPA's request for a full envi¬ 
ronmental impact study. The EPA has twice rejected the wetlands 
permit required for construction. The study will take between 18 
months and two years to complete, and is yet another formidable 
obstacle wedged between the NJ DOT and the necessary wetlands 
filing permit. The NJ DOT says it plans to pursue the project 
regardless of this most recent hurdle. 


Hudson Valley 


Tappan Zee II Troubles 

In January, the 1-287 Task Force handling issues relating to the 
Tappan Zee bridge, which connects Westchester and Rockland 
counties, issued its conclusions. As feared, the group favors tear¬ 
ing down the present bridge and replacing it with a wider, eight- 
lane version. Advocates suspect that construction of a new 
bridge, rather than repair of the current structure, is being pro¬ 
posed to help justify future expansion of the New York State 
Thruway and the Cross-Westchester Expressway to eight lanes 

The Task Force proposal does include a transit element. Com¬ 
muter tracks would run on either side of the bridge, part of two 
new train lines from Suffern to Port Chester, and a Metro North 
connection to Stewart International Airport. Elowever, this pro¬ 
ject's $2-3 billion price tag (compared to new bridge's $1.1 billion 
cost), discourages any serious consideration. Were the tracks pro¬ 
posed in good faith or as a sop to environmentalists? A more real¬ 
istic plan, unsupported by the Task Force, would return railroad 
service to the West Shore RR line, which could be achieved at a 
cost of only $150 million. 

As construction on the bridge would take ten years to com¬ 
plete, the Task Force made some short-term recommendations to 
alleviate traffic congestion. These include the potentially effec¬ 
tive introduction of variable tolls depending on the time of day. 
The group wisely proposed "aggressive travel demand manage¬ 
ment,' including connecting vans to express bus service across 
the bridge. Sadly, the Task Force rejected dedicated lanes for 
vans and buses, thereby trapping transit users in the very same 
car congestion. 
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Reclaiming the Streets 



Cams Capped 

T he NYC Department Of Transportation deserves high 
praise for its vigorous red light camera program. The DOT 
plans to expand the program from 30 to 50 cameras 
shortly. Unfortunately, both the City Council and state 
legislature recently obstructed the successful program at the 
behest of AAA. The 30 existing cameras, mounted on poles near 
intersections, issued 215,251 summons in 1998. The cameras are 
a boon to street safety. Crashes at intersections with red light 
cameras have decreased by 40°/o since 1994. 

Despite this obvious safety benefit, the New York City Council 
recently passed legislation 

Write to: 

Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver 
270 Broadway, #1807 
New York, NY 10007 
Fax 212-312-1425 


Peter Vallone 
Speaker, NYC City Council 
22-45 31st Street 
Astoria, NY 11105 
Fax 718-726-0357 


limiting the number of 
cameras allowed citywide 
to sixty. This number is 
woefully inadequate con¬ 
sidering the city's 6,375 
miles of streets. London, a 
city similar to NYC, has 400 
red light and speeding 
cameras — and a much 
lower rate of traffic fatali¬ 
ties. Disappointingly, the 
camera program was fur¬ 
ther watered down in the NY State legislature which last session 
passed a law authorizing the NYC red light camera program for 
only the next five years. The law also required cities and towns 
outside of New York City to get approval for cameras from the 
legislature on a case by case basis. 

Both attacks on the red light cameras were initiated by the 
American Automobile Association. AAA claims to champion traffic 
safety. It makes much of its annual traffic safety awards to cities 
and towns. FHypocritically, AAA awarded NYC its vaunted national 
traffic safety award, while at the same time lobbying against 
expansion of the red light camera program. Indeed, its resistance 
to red light cameras and hostility to speed cameras makes a 
mockery of its claim to be a proponent of "safety first." 

With more cyclists and pedestrians dying on NYC's streets 
than motorists in 1999, the NY City Council and the NY State 
Legislature need to follow the DOT'S lead in pursuing red light 
cameras. Write your legislative leaders and tell them to support 
red light cameras and safer streets. 


Proposed Pilot Projects for 
Downtown Brooklyn Traffic 
Calming Amount to Big Zero 


T o the dismay of community leaders, in February, the DOT 
proposed a slate of pilot "traffic calming" projects for the 
Downtown Brooklyn Traffic Calming Project so lackluster 
as to be almost meaningless. The pilot projects come after 
more than a year of community outreach and planning. One com¬ 
munity leader likened it all to a huge bird who spent a year laying 
a giant egg. Now the egg has hatched and there is nothing inside. 

The heart of the DOT proposal is five modest "neckdowns," — 
extensions of the sidewalk at corners (See T.A.'s web site for the full 
proposal). DOT also proposes 


Write to: 

Robert Grotell 

Mayor's Office of Transportation 
100 Gold Street 2nd Floor 
New York, NY 10007 
Fax 212-788-2782 


retiming traffic lights to 
reduce speeds on DeKalb 
Avenue and widening the 
median at Adams and Tillary, 
near the Brooklyn Bridge. 

These are nice things, but are 
grossly inadequate, and will not demonstrate how to create the 
area-wide traffic calming needed to address the massive traffic and 
environmental problems inflicting downtown neighborhoods. DOT'S 
proposal does not test combinations of devices, include speed 
humps, and amazingly, does not test streets engineered and signed 
for slow speeds. Community groups should be disappointed, given 
the proposed pilots are intended as a preview of the final plan. 

To ensure the pilot projects actually show how traffic calming 
can work in Downtown Brooklyn, T.A. sent a detailed letter to the 
DOT requesting that an array of methods be tested. The letter 
noted that the DOT has cataloged more than 150 traffic calmed 
locations in NYC (not including speed humps). Thus, the pilot pro¬ 
jects should go beyond a rudimentary, square one approach. 

Tell the City to get the Downtown Brooklyn Traffic Calming Pro¬ 
ject back on track. Demand the pilot projects include a range of traffic 
calming methods working together to slow speeds and reduce traffic. 


T.A.'s Recommendations: 

1. Create slow speed zones and streets (as low as 15 mph) 
in combination with calming devices. Note the passage in 
1999 by the legislature (with Mayor Giuliani’s strong 
support) of the NYC Traffic Calming law. 

2. Test changes in street directions. 

3. Test raised crosswalks between neckdowns. 

4. Create slow streets with neckdowns, raised crosswalks 
and mid-block speed humps. 

5. Test wider neckdowns and narrower streets. 

6. Test mid-block and corner speed humps in conjunction 
with neckdowns. 

7. Reduced curb return/turn radii at corners without neckdowns. 

8. Leading Pedestrian Intervals (LPI) at every intersection 
in the primary study area. 

9. Median extensions into intersections where there is no 
turning movement. 

10. Traffic islands to improve pedestrian safety at free right turns. 

11. Narrow Tillary Street west of the Brooklyn Bridge. 


15 
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Bronx Councilmembers: 

“Safe Routes Now!” 

City Councilmembers June Eisland, Jose Rivera, Pedro Espada, Lawrence Warden, Wendell Foster, 
Adolfo Carrion, Lucy Cruz, Madeline Provenzano are anxious to see Safe Routes to School plans built. 


I n an unprecedented show of political enthusiasm for traffic 
calming, all eight City Councilmembers in The Bronx wrote 
the Mayor calling for speedy construction of the 24 Safe 
Routes to School pedestrian safety plans. To date, the 
Department of Transportation has completed the construction of 
traffic calming devices at only one of the 24 schools for which 
Safe Routes plans exist. The Bronx Safe Routes to School, is a 
project of Transportation Alternatives, The Bronx Borough Presi¬ 
dent and the Governor's Traffic Safety Committee, and has drawn 
national attention for its innovative methods. 

Political support for Safe Routes to Schools is not limited to 
the City Council. In February, Assemblymember Peter Rivera 
agreed to earmark $125,000 in State Multi-modal funds for the 
design and construction of traffic calming plans at several 
schools in his district. In his letter to T.A., the Assemblymember 
wrote, "The implementation of traffic calming techniques has 
been and remains a priority of mine. Most important is the instal¬ 
lation of traffic calming devices in areas around schools." 

Unfortunately, public enthusiasm for the Safe Routes to 
School program has not translated into action by the DOT. Though 
DOT Commissioner Wilbur Chapman met with T.A. and expressed 
his personal support, the agency has not defined a timeline or 
even loose plans for actually building the traffic calming called 



Safe Routes to Schools has completed detailed traffic calming plans for 26 
Bronx schools. DOT has constructed traffic calming around only one, PS 48, in 
Hunts Point. 


for by Safe Routes. This is a big missed opportunity for DOT. Safe 
Routes has set the table for the DOT to move ahead with an 
ambitious school-based traffic calming program in The Bronx. The 
political and community support is there. The plans are complete. 
Now DOT should muster the energy and focus to get some traffic 
calming built. 



The Manhattan skyline above and a beautiful new park below are 
the future hopes of cyclists, walkers and other Brooklyn residents. 


B rooklyn Heights residents suspect that the public-pri¬ 
vate partnership model the state is using to build and 
manage the new Brooklyn Bridge Park may not end up 
as benign as promised. At public hearings on the park 
in November, the state's consultants faced a barrage of ques¬ 
tions about unintended traffic consequences of these for-profit 
land uses. T.A. feels the public is barking up the right tree. The 
state and Port Authority have promised to contribute signifi¬ 
cantly to building the 80-acre park itself, but will pay nothing 
for its operations. 

Mindful of examples such as Chelsea Piers, experts contend 


that ordinary neighborhood users can seldom raise enough cash 
to support a modern park, so management will tend to choose 
vendors like huge, auto-dependent ice rinks or health clubs that 
attract enough customers to keep operations in the black. Brook¬ 
lynites have testified in droves on behalf of pedestrian and bicycle 
access from area streets to the existing Brooklyn Promenade, the 
Brooklyn Bridge, the Clark Street subway station, and, of course, 
the new park, but they are balking at the prospect of new vehicu¬ 
lar traffic that may come if park planners sacrifice safety and 
clean air to avoid supporting what Brooklyn deserves and needs: 
genuine public space. 
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Making the Grade 1999 

T.A.’s Third Annual Report On Government Efforts to Promote Bicycling in NYC 


F or the third year, Transportation Alternatives is issuing a 
report card on cycling conditions in New York City and the 
efforts of public agencies to improve them. The report card is 
intended to give the City an idea of how it is doing and to 
provide some perspective on the state of cycling here. 

The most dramatic news is that cycling deaths soared to a record 
high of 35 in 1999 from 18 in 1998. This was a shocking and ironic 
turn of events, since 1998's report card cheered increased police traf¬ 
fic enforcement as the City's finest achievement for cyclists. Strange¬ 
ly, although far more cyclists were killed in 1999, 10% fewer cyclist 
injuries were reported. 

On the whole, the environment for bicycling did not improve in 
1999. Driver recklessness and hostility towards cyclists remained 


high. Police ticketing of red-light-running cyclists was relentless. 
Combined with inappropriately high fines, the ticketing further dis¬ 
couraged many everyday cyclists. Physically, major cycling streets 
were often pockmarked with potholes, plates and shattered asphalt. 
The only on-street bike lane created was a short, temporary lane on 
the Grand Concourse, while no new lane designs were tested or exist¬ 
ing lanes improved. All in all, it was not a good year for city cycling. 
Perhaps the only positive note is that despite the City's poor progress, 
there remains strong public interest in cycling. 

The following report card assigns two grades to seven categories of 
"Bicycling Basics." The first grade is for the overall state of the bicycling 
basic in question, the second is for the combined efforts of the various 
public agencies to improve those conditions in the preceding 12 months. 


Overall Grades 

Overall Cycling Environment: D+ 

‘98 Grade: C- 

Government Efforts: C- 

‘98 Grade: B+ 

A D+ grade for “overall cycling environment" means that conditions 
were not tolerable enough to keep the average everyday cyclist riding 
or to encourage an increase in cycling. The grade reflects the historic 
increase in fatalities and the continued decline in everyday cycling 
into Manhattan south of 60th street. DOT counted 16,066 cyclists 
entering the Central Business District on an average weekday in 1996 
and 14,679 in 1999. The plain fact is that dangerous behavior by 
motorists, the lack of secure parking, a shortage of good bridge 
access and the general absence of official encouragement keep 
cycling out of the mainstream of city life. 

The C- grade for "Agency Efforts' 1 reflects the continued fine 
work of the Department of City Planning and the Parks Department's 
vast greenway program. The grade would be higher but for the failure 
of the Department of Transportation (DOT) to promote cycling and 
improve the streets. DOT's secrecy, poor community outreach and 
obstinate rejection of cycling innovations stand in sharp contrast to 
the cycling accomplishments of transport agencies in cities like 
Chicago and Seattle. Indeed, DOT'S rejection of the Department of 
City Planning's recommendations in a report titled "Making Streets 
Safer for Cyclists" marked another low for DOT. Continued delays in 
reestablishing the Mayor's Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Council also 
hampered cycling improvements. 


Momentum & Attitude 

Overall: C 

‘98 Grade: C 

Government Efforts: C 

‘98 Grade: C+ 

This is a highly subjective category, intended to measure the attitude 
of the public and top policymakers towards cycling. One could argue 
that the City deserves an F for the lack of positive words and action 
about cycling from top officials and City agencies. But while commu¬ 
nity boards, newspaper columnists and city councilmembers spew 
anti-cycling rhetoric, the mayor has declined to single out cyclists for 
special opprobrium, even though they make an easy target as a small, 
diverse minority of the population. Also, the mayor has continued to 
give the green light to the Department of City Planning's cycling ven¬ 
tures and to the Parks Department's greenway work. 


Compared to Mayor Daley of Chicago, who participates in Bike 
Week rides and whose Office of Special Events organizes 50 Bike 
Week events, New York's current mayor did little for cyclists in 1999. 
But then again, he has not tried to ban bikes as Ed Koch did. Basical¬ 
ly, the mayor seems not to care about cycling. Given his powerful 
personality and close management of City affairs, this translates into 
not much happening for cyclists. 

The DOT is the city's weakest bike link. Its commissioner has great 
latitude in determining how streets and bridges are designed and 
how congenial they are to cyclists. Unfortunately, DOT has shown lit¬ 
tle interest in cycling projects. The closed-mouthed DOT should look 
to the Department of City Planning and the Parks Departments for 
their open bicycle planning processes and active support of cycling 
projects. 

The good news is that the East River Bridge bicycle paths are 
steadily nearing completion, as is the Hudson River Greenway. These 
two efforts are cause for great optimism and keep the "momentum" 
grade higher than it might otherwise be. 


Safe Streets 

Overall Condition: D 

‘98 Grade: B 

Government Efforts: D+ 

‘98 Grade: B 

It was unquestionably a disastrous year for cycling safety. Thirty- 
five cyclists died, almost double the prior year's total. The police 
were busier busting gridlock than pulling over dangerous drivers. As 
a result, city streets remained dominated by a culture of dangerous 
driving and speeding. The police made a big mistake by failing to 
follow up on the very successful and popular crackdown on danger¬ 
ous drivers they conducted one week in spring 1998. During that 
week, motorists calmed down so much that major avenues were 
transformed into acceptable cycling habitats. Police crash analysts 
failed to react as the death toll skyrocketed in the second half of the 
year. When they did finally pay attention, the analysts' knee-jerk 
response was to blame 70% of the deaths on the cycling victims 
themselves. This is a huge problem. It suggests the police view the 
answer as better education of cyclists rather than increased enforce¬ 
ment of traffic laws. 

However, despite these ugly realities, it does seem that the police 
are taking traffic enforcement more seriously than during the previ¬ 
ous decade. Also, reported injuries to cyclists declined by 10%, a sta¬ 
tistic that raises its own questions about what's really happening on 
the streets. 
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Bicycle Lanes 

Overall Condition: C- 

‘98 Grade: C- 

Agency Efforts: F 

‘98 Grade: C 

The bike lane picture went from bad to worse in 1999. No new 
on-street lanes were installed in 1999 and The Bronx still does 
not have even one lane (we're not counting five blocks on the 
Grand Concourse). Indeed, the Prospect Avenue lane in The Bronx 
remains sunk in a mysterious quagmire, despite being approved 
by the Borough Board. Also discouraging was the DOT'S out-of- 
hand rejection of a much-anticipated City Planning study of 
innovative bike lane designs. The study called for delineating bike 
lanes with flexible posts, low curbs and other designs widely used 
in Europe. As they exist now, lanes are dangerously narrow, 
exposing cyclists to opening doors, and are used by cars as a con¬ 
venient place to double-park. 


Bridges 

Overall Status: C 

‘98 Grade: C- 

Government Efforts: C- 

‘98 Grade: C- 

In 1999, city officials decided two major bridge issues. Unfortu¬ 
nately, cyclists were excluded from contributing to both decisions. 
The DOT decided not to build a fly-over ramp on the Queensboro 
Bridge's Manhattan side, despite a consultant's report suggesting 
its feasibility. DOT also refused to adjust the design of the Man¬ 
hattan side of the Brooklyn Bridge Promenade. The net result was 
a huge lost opportunity to make everyday cycling safer and more 
congenial for hundreds of bridge users. The DOT'S Bureau of 
Bridges, which was cited in ’97 and ‘98 for a "head in mud" 
approach to the public, equaled its previous performance. The 
good news is that the East River bridge paths ground one year 
closer to completion. 

MTA Bridges, which owns the Triboro and other bridges 
important to cyclists, showed new interest in cycling, but turned 
in a mixed performance. The agency initiated a study of the feasi¬ 
bility of accommodating cycling on its bridges. However, it then 
fired the consultant before he began work. Only after intense 
pressure from T.A. and elected officials did the agency relent and 
hire a new one. T.A. awaits the results of that study. After a del¬ 
uge of letters from T.A., local bike clubs and concerned cyclists, 
MTA Bridges agreed to provide a year-round shuttle during con¬ 
struction on the Marine Parkway Bridge. On balance, the agency 
proved relatively sensitive to the concerns of cyclists, a trend we 
hope continues. 


‘98 Grade: C- 

Government Efforts: C 

‘98 Grade: B 

‘99 saw an important breakthrough when the Trump organization 
agreed to an interim path between 59th and 72nd streets along 
the Hudson starting in 2000. The path will link the soon-to-be- 
completed Route 9A "Super-Greenway" to the south with new 
Parks Department paths north of 72nd in Riverside Park. The bad 
news is that it became clear that the overall greenway system 
will not happen unless a strong mayoral order is issued. Already 
planned and funded greenways around the city are being stymied 
by a lack of interagency cooperation and NIMBY sentiment. The 
Parks Department lacks the muscle to push greenway projects 
through. No other agency, deputy mayor or coordinating authority 
within City Hall is looking at the big picture and ensuring that 


Greenways 

Overall Condition: C- 
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greenways happen. The result is numerous draining political and 
jurisdictional conflicts. Along the Hudson, for example, Parks 
Department greenway work is at a standstill between 125th and 
135th because of the ambitions of the city Economic Develop¬ 
ment Authority. From 135th to 145th, the same path project has 
hit opposition from the Department of Environment Protection, 
which wants space to store road salt and construction material. 
In Ferry Point Park in The Bronx, a long approved greenway pro¬ 
ject has been derailed by a community board and golf course 
plans, while at 23rd Street and the Hudson, Chelsea Piers has 
successfully pressured the State DOT into planning an unsafe and 
sub-standard path. 

Nevertheless, the future for greenways still looks bright. Sixty 
million dollars in Federal transportation funds are earmarked for 
the paths. However, the work of building the greenway network will 
take decades instead of years unless City Hall gives a strong push. 


Parking 

Overall Condition: C- 

‘98 Grade: C 

Agency Efforts: C- 

‘98 Grade: C- 

As we write in early 2000, DOT is beginning to install bike racks 
once again. However, 1999 was another year of no progress for 
racks. On heavily cycled thoroughfares like upper 6th Avenue and 
on side streets in Midtown and the Garment District, bikes are 
still seen locked to mailboxes, trees, lightposts and even on top of 
bus stops. According to cycle courier companies, DOT has installed 
racks at only a tiny portion of the hundreds of locations they have 
requested. Elsewhere, the number of parking garages offering bike 
parking is shrinking, as the City continues to show no interest in 
encouraging garage owners to accommodate bikes. More encour¬ 
aging is Metro North's interest in offering secure parking at 
Grand Central Station. A bill by Councilmember Adolfo Carrion 
(D. Bronx) that would require buildings equipped with a freight 
elevator to allow bicyclists access to that elevator seems to be 
heading towards a public hearing, but lacks crucial support from 
the Mayor, DOT and City Planning. 


Transit 

Overall Condition: B 

‘98 Grade: B 

Agency Efforts: B 

‘97 Grade: B 

Cyclists continue to enjoy the immense benefits of unrestrict¬ 
ed legal access to the NYC subways. Neither rain nor mechani¬ 
cal failure can stop a cyclist equipped with a MetroCard. 
However, with ridership soaring, the Transit Authority has no 
doubt heard complaints about bikes aboard subways. The 
agency deserves credit for sticking by its common-sense bike 
access policy. That policy allows cyclists 24-hour use of the 
subway but discourages rush hour use, and allows transit 
workers or police to keep bikes off crowded trains. The MTA 
also seems to have dropped a brief requirement that passen¬ 
gers with strollers and bicycles wait in line at the token booth 
to get through the service gate. PATH did away completely 
with permits (good for them) but still prohibits bikes during 
peak periods. The fine record of transit achievement would be 
better still if the MTA provided secure parking at Grand Cen¬ 
tral and Penn Stations, as well as parking of any kind at subur¬ 
ban rail and major NYC transit hubs like Union Square and 
Queensboro Plaza. Cyclists have a huge stake in the health of 
the transit system. A strong transit system is a prerequisite for 
reducing car use and creating better conditions for bikes. In 
the developed world's best cycling cities, one of the main rea¬ 
sons for cycling is to get to the train station. 
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A UTO-FREE W RLD 


Book Thrown at 
Crimes of the Road 

Police in Great Britain will soon be treat¬ 
ing traffic fatalities as potential criminal 
cases rather than mere "accidents." A new 
police manual for road death investiga¬ 
tions describes drivers who kill as possible 
murder or manslaughter suspects and 
instructs traffic investigators in the same 
techniques used by homicide detectives. 
For example, the manual suggests traffic 
investigators seal off the scene for a thor¬ 
ough forensic examination and make 
house-to-house inquiries for witnesses. 
Driving this newfound vigilance is recent 
European Union human rights legislation 
that allows relatives of road victims to sue 
police forces for improperly investigating 
the crime. Currently, most British drivers 
who kill get off with a £250 fine for dri¬ 
ving without due care and attention. 

-London Times 

Norway Aims at 
ZPG for Cars 

Norway's newly unveiled national trans¬ 
port plan sets a goal of zero growth in pri¬ 
vate car traffic. Car traffic in the greater 
Oslo area alone has risen more than 70 
percent in recent years, the plan says, and 
the capital's population is expected to rise 
more than 10 percent by 2015. The plan's 
authors call for "very strong measures," 
including higher tolls for rush-hour travel, 
restrictive parking regulations, and a sub¬ 
stantial expansion of public transit. 

-ENDS Daily, via Car Busters 

Nepal Strikes 
Back at Two-Strokes 

Nepal has banned the import of heavily 
polluting two-stroke motorcycles in order 
to improve air quality in the Flimalayan 
kingdom. Bhakta Bhadur Balayar, minister 
in charge of population and environment, 
told the daily Kathmandu Post that the 
ban would be enforced immediately. 

-Reuters, via Car Busters 

La Car-Free Vita 

Cars are being banned from the centers of 
Rome, Naples, Bologna and some 148 
other Italian cities on the first Sunday of 
every month through May. An army of vol¬ 
unteer traffic guards will seal off city cen¬ 
ters and urge residents to walk, bike or use 
increased public transit. The move is an 


effort to cut down on air pollution, which 
fells more than 15,000 Italians each year, 
according to the World Flealth Organiza¬ 
tion. During a trial day without cars last 
September, eight cities recorded an aver¬ 
age 35 percent drop in carbon monoxide 
levels. Environmental groups praised the 
initiative for taking on Italy's love affair 
with the car. Italy has more cars per capita 
than any other European country - one 
car for every 1.8 residents, right behind 
the U.S.'s one car for every 1.7 residents. 

-The Boston Globe 

Worldwide Campaign 
Launched to Block Chilean 
Highway 

A coalition of community organizations has 
launched an international campaign to 
block a major urban highway that would 
bisect the Chilean capital of Santiago. The 
controversial "East-West System," a 33-km 
freeway sponsored by the Chilean Public 
Works Ministry would devastate some of 
the city's most culturally significant neigh¬ 
borhoods, including the central market area 
and the Barrio Bellavista, considered the 
Chilean equivalent of New York's Greenwich 
Village. The highway would serve Santiago's 
upper-class neighborhoods, allowing drivers 
to reach the city center, airport, and their 
beach homes. "Living City," the 25-member 
coalition opposing the project, has vowed 
to take its case to investors and consumers 
throughout the world. 

L.A.’s Bumper Crop 

Drivers in which city spent the most time 
stuck in traffic? According to the Texas 
Transportation Institute, Los Angeles' dri¬ 
vers are the lucky winners, spending an 
average of 82 hours annually in congested 


traffic. Right on L.A.'s bumper are Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. (76 hours), Seattle (69 hours) 
and Atlanta (68 hours). (New York City 
failed to make the top 10.) 

-The Wall Street Journal 

U.S. Beats Europe 
on Bike Sales 

Believe it or not, per capita purchases of 
bicycles are 35 percent greater in the U.S. 
than in Europe. Proportionate to popula¬ 
tion, bike sales peaked in the U.S. at the 
height of the 10-speed craze in 1973, but 
the absolute number of bicycles sold has 
remained stable. 

—The Coffrin Group 

Eye in the Sky on Cars 

Satellite technology may soon be employed 
to keep British drivers from exceeding post¬ 
ed speed limits. Government-funded 
researchers at Leeds University have devel¬ 
oped an electronic speed regulator that 
uses global positioning satellites to pinpoint 
a vehicle's exact location. A digital road 
map on board the vehicle then tells the car 
when it is exceeding the speed limit, and 
the fuel supply is choked off. Road safety 
advocates say the device, which will cost 
around £200 to install, would cut road 
deaths by up to two-thirds and reduce total 
road accident injuries by one-third. But the 
device will not be popular with drivers or 
car manufacturers, warns Edmund King, 
executive director of the RAC Foundation. 
"For most motorists the best speed limit is 
their right foot," said King. The device, 
which could be fitted to all cars within the 
next few years, is just one of a number of 
measures the British government is consid¬ 
ering to make roads safer. 

—BBC News 
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Commuter of the Month 


Josh Max 

Age: 32 

Park Slope, Brooklyn 
Singer/Guitarist in a "lounge-a-billy" 
band, Freelance Writer 

How did you get your start cycling in the 
city? 

I come from the suburbs, so I didn't do much riding 
there. But when I moved to the city in '86,1 realized that 
the only way I could guarantee the speed at which I 
could get somewhere was by bike. I fetched my bike from 
my parents' house and started speeding around at every 
hour of the day and night. 

What kind of bicycle do you whirl around on? 

A “Frankenstein," put together from spare parts. My local 
bike shop owner, Stella, says it's the perfect NYC bike. “It 
looks like hell but rides very well." People are less tempt¬ 
ed to take it. 

You’ve had some stolen? 

Yes, four. Mostly when I forgot to lock them up outside. 
Now I have a U-Lock and a cable. I also tape up the 
joints and the handlebars. Anything to slow the potential 
thief down. I like to think it works. I also always try to 
park outside of 24 hour delis, so that people will think I 
just went in and am coming right out. 

What’s your commute like? 

Every day, except when its snowing or raining, down 
Flatbush Avenue, over the Brooklyn Bridge, then to wher¬ 
ever it is I have to get to in Manhattan. It generally 
would take as long or longer for me to ride the subway, 
and I never get tired of seeing the Brooklyn Bridge up 
close. In the summer I'll ride about 250 miles per week. 


How does biking figure into your job as a 
musician? 

I'll ride to rehearsal. Shows, it depends. I've car¬ 
ried an eight-track recording unit and a 
guitar on my bike. But the rear-view mirror 
of a car hit my guitar once, knocking a 
hole into it. I made a rule with the new 
one - take the subway. 

Thoughts on sharing the 
road? 

Anyone not paying attention is a 
problem. Bikers with headphones 
on. Pedestrians who just walk 
right out into the street, lost in 
their heads. Horns and bells 
don't work, but if I bark real 
loud they'll look up - that 
snaps them out of their 
thoughts, and it makes them 
laugh. I don't want to 
give off a 


bad attitude. I always yield to pedestrians and am very 
conscious of trying to dismantle people's stereotypes of 
bonehead bikers. 

Any crashes? 

Just once, in Midtown. Some guy getting out of a cab 
opened his door in a hurry. I crashed into it, flew over the 
door, landed on my butt in the street with both my shoes 
gone. I didn't get a scratch but my handlebars were 
twisted sideways. The cabbie took off before I could 
talk to him. 

Best bicycling moments? 

There's nothing better than a spring ride, when 
you know you'll cruise through a long 
stretch of nice weather. 

Cycling tips? 

Concentration keeps me out of 
trouble. Train yourself to stay in the 
moment at all times while riding: 
it's the road, there's a person, a 
sign or a car - never, “I wish I 
hadn't worn this 
shirt." 


CYCLING 

ACCIDENT 



All Personal Injury and Accidents 

Trial Attorney/Cyclist 

"...a bike-savvy lawyer" 

— Mountain Bike magazine. May 1998 

Protecting the Rights 
of Injured Cyclists 

Law Offices of 

Robert S. Fader 

1-800-796-5657 cyclelaw@aol.com 
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Kerri Martin 

Age: 27 

Neighborhood: Upper East Side 
Occupation: Computer Programmer 

T.A. Member Since: 1997. Volunteering since 1997, superstar volunteer for the 
past 5 months 

How did Kerri Martin start down the path that led to 
T.A. Volunteer-of-the-Month stardom? 

I found out about T.A. when I did the New York City Century 
Ride. I became a member, and heard about volunteering 
through the newsletter. Recently I've been coming faithfully 
because I found myself complaining about the cars in Cen¬ 
tral Park. I ride through it on my way home from work. 

It's unbelievable the amount of people who are cycling 
and running, even with the little space they give us. All 
the cars are trying to rush home at that time-it's just 
ridiculous. I thought, "How can I complain and not do 
anything about it?" 

What do your volunteer activities include? 

Volunteer Night, rallies and the Bike Show. 

Tell us about your work with 
the Bike Show. 

We recently took the cam¬ 
eras out on our bikes, rode 
around Central Park and 
interviewed bikers. They 
seemed enthusiastic 
about what T.A. does, and 
the Bike Show. Our 
question of the day was, 

“How does Hollywood 
characterize bicyclists 
in the movies?" Every¬ 
one said movie cyclists 
were rebels! 


Are you a rebel? 

Most people think I'm a rebel for biking to work. I get weird looks, especially because 
I work in the World Financial Center, everyone dressed in suits. But now they're used 
to me. I've even gotten some people at work to start commuting by bike, others have 
asked me about it, hoping to start when the weather gets nicer. 

Favorite mode of non-motorized transport? 

Biking! To commute and for fun on the weekends. I've tried mountain 
biking a couple of times but haven't been too successful, and I snow¬ 
board, too. 

You’re Mayor for a day — what do you do? 

Change that message that taxi cabs play, “Don't forget to take 
your receipt.” Those who need to won't forget. It should be 
something more practical: “Watch out for cyclists as you 
open your doors," or “Please open your doors slowly." 
It's a simple thing to get into people's heads- they'll 
know to look all the time and this will prevent door- 
ing accidents. I'd also get the cars out of Cen¬ 
tral Park. 

Thoughts on Volunteer Night? 

I love it. It makes me feel like I'm doing 
something about the problems I complain 
about. It's interesting, the many types of 
people who come-they come from all dif¬ 
ferent backgrounds but they still have 
that common interest, alternative modes 
of transportation. It's nice to hear about 
their experiences, about their commutes 
and the trips they've taken. 

What can we do to make Volun¬ 
teer Night better? 

Get rid of the ginger snaps, who likes 
them? It's something your grandmother 
gives you - if you're going to eat a cookie, 
it might as well be good! 




MANHATTAN 

RIGKSHAW 

COMPANY 


Reservations accepted for weekend 
and weekday evening pedicab service 

• Sensible 

• Affordable 

• Magical 


Please 
call (212) 
604-4729 


Folding Kayaker 

Having trouble finding the information you need on folding kayaks? 

Want to know how to equip, modify & use this unique form of recreational 
craft? Like to learn about special techniques for paddling and handling 
foldables? 

If your answer is yes to these and other questions about using this highly 
flexible breed of vessel, then Folding Kayaks is for you. It’s a concise bi-month¬ 
ly newsletter that is getting rave reviews from folding kayak enthusiasts across 
the country. If you want a glimpse at the invaluable tips and insights these 
satisfied readers are gaining, ask for your free sample issue today. 

□ Send me a sample issue of Folding Kayaker, and let me know about the 
special back-issues offer available for a limited time only. 

Name: . 

Address: . 

Phone: . 

SEND TO: FOLDING KAYAKER, INC., P.O. BOX 0754, NY, NY 10024-0539 

(Inquiries: Ralph diaz 212 - 724 - 5069 ) 


INlX>Oi< r jfiii: L ->LNIM<j SUi-VL!ES ' LiEER MtlKING KITS * 


G^oh Lk^rt 

HYDROPONIC 
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And the winners are ... 


B ack in December, Transportation Alter¬ 
natives members gathered at the Puffin 
Room in SoHo for T.A.'s annual holiday 
party. Over 150 folks gathered to celebrate the 
year's accomplishments, talk about the year 
ahead, give the first annual "Neighborhood 
Streets Award" and recognize 12 individuals 
who have made outstanding contributions to 
T.A. and to better NYC cycling and walking. 
State Senator Frank Padavan and State 


Glick each received the first-ever Neighbor¬ 
hood Streets Awards for their "service and 
leadership in winning passage of the New 
York City Traffic Calming Law." T.A. looks for¬ 
ward to helping both leaders use this new 
law to save lives and improve the city's 
neighborhood streets with innovative traffic 
calming designs. 

The evening was capped off with T.A.'s 
annual volunteer awards. T.A. recognized 



Assemblymember Deborah 


and thanked: 


Matt Corey, "T.A. Wordsmith," for his work as lead editor for T.A. magazine 
Kobert Eberwein, "Century Stalwart and Ironman," for his amazing commitment on the 
NYC Century Bike Tour 

Rich Gans, "Spirit of Cycling," for his work with the T.A. Bronx Chapter 
Marcelo Litovsky, "Century Booster," for his stellar fundraising efforts on the NYC 
Century Bike Tour 

Dave Lutz, "Lifetime Achievement Award," for his work as a dedicated 
green way advocate 

Andrew McConnell and Seth Asher, "Grassroots Action," for their 
contributions to promote better planning and cycling 
improvements, especially in Brooklyn 
Steve McMaster, "Electronic Bike Guru," for his work creating GIS 
mapping ability for T.A. 

Preston Price, "Corporate Conscience," for his work bringing on 
Patagonia as a major Century sponsor and T.A. supporter 
Karen and Ken Southerland, "Family Achievement," for their 
dedicated year-round work on multiple T.A. campaigns and events 
David Wismer, "Triple Threat," for his work on the NYC Century, 
T.A. volunteer night and mailing parties all year long. 


Padavan shows off his Neighborhood Streets Award (left); 
Assemblymember Glick's Chief of Staff at the mic (above). 



Thanks too to all who renewed or 
joined, made an end-of-year donation, 
contributed to the "bar jar" during the 
evening or bought raffle tickets. Con¬ 
grats to longtime T.A. supporters who 
were our raffle winners: Robert Leung (a 
tough Timbuk2 messenger bag); Richard 
Sanford (a racing-quality T.A. cycling jer¬ 
sey) and Susanne Moss (a high-tech top 
from Patagonia). Last, but certainly not 
least, special thanks to Carl Rosenstein 
and the Puffin Room for graciously host¬ 
ing the festivities. 


Why not put yourself in the running 
for the 2000 awards... upcoming 
Volunteer Nights are March 8 & 29; 
April 12&26 (second and last 
Wednesday of each month) at T.A. 



The best folding kayaks 
go anywhere. 

Even to your mailbox. 

We're the folding boot specialists featuring Feathercraft and Nautiraid, 
providing knowledgeable service and competitive prices. And we skip 
anywhere. In NY? Call for demonstration hours. Or take a class from 
BCU Instructors like Derek Hutchinson, Nigel Foster or Linda Legg. Check 
out our selection of accessories, books, videos, as well as hard shells 
from Betsie Bay, Dagger and SEDA. Visit our website, call for catalogue, 
or write us at: 601 W 26th ST,12th Floor, NYC 10001 

NEW YORK KAYAK COMPANY! 

800-KAYAK99 http://www.nykayak.com 
Authorized Dealer: Feathercrafl Nautiraid Folbot Dagger Betsie Bay SEDA 



The Bike Show 

Features a wide range of bike phenomena, the 
latest news and coverage of all things bike. 

Watch for new stories brought to you by T.A. volunteers now helping on the show! 

Tune in every other Tuesday night to 
Manhattan Cable (MNN) 

Channels 67 (Time Warner) or 107 (RCN). 

March 7 ft 21 • April 4 ft 18 • May 2, 2000 



bicycle stores 


Metro Bicycle Stores 

with seven great stores in New York 
sells Trek, Specialized, Gary Fisher, GT, 
Schwinn, Raleigh, Litespeed, LeMond... 

is looking for mature, 
knowledgeable sales staff... 
managing positions possible 

Call 718-665-6600 


Computer Consulting 

PC & DEC Systems 

Installation, Instruction, Data Recovery 

Nicholas Zymaris 

Tel (917) 513-9368 nickz@idt.net 
http://idt.net/~nickz/consult.html 
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March/April 2000 

Rides 8t Walks rrrrrrrrrrr 


Thurs AM Rides. For the GWB, contact Mark: 212- 
568-6033 or posey@ymcaret.org. For Prospect Park, 
contact Chris: 718-636-9298 or cpapagni@french- 
culinary.com. For Central Park, contact Paul: 212-362- 
4719 or paulracine@aol.com. Fast 'n Fab. 

Fri Mar 3. Moonlight Ride. Monthly ride now held on 
first Friday of the month. Auto-Free ride through off- 
the-beaten tracks of Central Park. Meet @ 10 pm, 
Columbus Circle. Times Up! For more info: 212-802- 
8222 orwww.times-up.org. 

Sat Mar 4. Montauk Century Training Ride #1. 
Englewood. Climb a steep hill before lunch. 30 mi., 
mostly flat with hills. Meet @ 9 am (Quick Spin) and 
9:30 am (Regular Group), both at the Plaza Hotel, 59th 
St & 5th Ave. 5BBC. Helmets required. 

Sat Mar 4. Liberty State Science Park. To Jersey City 
to ponder the subtleties of science. Bring a lock, $ for 
PATH train, lunch and admission. 25 mi., mostly flat. 
Meet@ 10 am, City Hall. 5BBC. Helmets required. 
Sat. Mar 4. Hoboken. From West Side over the GWB 
to the Jersey waterfront to lunch at Frank Sinatra's 
Park & Restaurant. 12 
mph riding pace on flat 
terrain. Return via PATH 
or NY Waterways. 25 mi. 

Meet@9:30 am, City Hall. 

5BBC. Helmets required. 

Sat Mar 11. Radical 
Lovers Tour of Greenwich 
Village. New walking tour 
features couples such as 
Eleanor Roosevelt and 
Lorena Hickok. Meet@ 1 
pm, corner of MacDougal 
and Washington Square 
North. 3.5 hrs. $10. 

Radical Walking Tours: 

718-492-0069. 

Sun Mar 12. Ed & Liz 
Phantom Ride. An easy 
warm winter's journey to 
Queens and bike-friendly 
Millard Filmore'sfor lunch. Bring $10 for lunch and a 
bike lock. 25 mi. Meet @ 9:30 am, HI-AYH 103rd St. & 
Amsterdam Ave. 5BBC. Helmets required. 

Sun Mar 12. Four Boro Bike Ride. Journey to 
Brooklyn, Queens, The Bronx and Manhattan with 
Carl Schulz Park. Will maintain 12 mph riding pace on 
flatterrain. Bring $ for lunch. 30 mi., mostly flat. Meet 
@ 9:30 am. City Hall. 5BBC. Helmets required. 

Sun Mar 19. Brooklyn Expedition. Ride thru various 
communities, pleasant Shore Parkway greenway 
then Sheepshead Bay for lunch. A 12 mph pace on 
flat terrain. 40 mi. Meet @ 9:30 am, City Hall. 5BBC. 
Helmets required. 

Sat Mar 25. Greenwich Village. Focus on the 1910s 
and 1960s. Walking tour includes Stonewall riots of 
1969 and Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire of 1911. 
Meet @ 1 pm, next to Washington Square Arch. 3.5 
hrs. $10. Radical Walking Tours: 718-492-0069. 

Sun Mar 26. Queens Zoo T.A. Joyride, with Trudy and 
the Weekday cyclists. See page 19. 

Sun Mar 26. Repeat of Staten Island Joyride. For all 
those who couldn't make last issue's joyride, featur¬ 
ing the Chinese Meditation Garden, Fort Wadsworth 
and the National Seashore Park at Great Kills. Meet 
@ 11 am, Staten Island ferry terminal. For more info 
contact Lisa: freedmal@newschool.edu. 

Sun Mar 26. Fort Totten. Visit Army remnants that 
once defended NYC's flank on the East River, in 
Bayside. WWII vet might take us on a tour. Bring lock 
& lunch $. 30 mi. Meet @ 9:30 am, Union 
Turnpike/Queens Blvd. 5BBC. Helmets required. 

Sun Mar 26. Piermont. North from Central Park to 
GWB on St. Nick. Head to a nice Rockland City town. 
Hilly return via Tallman Park, Rt. 9W & River Rd. 12 
mph pace. Bring lunch or $. 50 mi., flat w/hills. Meet 


@ 9 am. Plaza Hotel. 5BBC. Helmets required. 

Fri Mar 31. Critical Mass for More Gardens. Costume 
dress in support of community gardens followed by a 
huge celebration and La Plaze Garden. Assert 
cyclists' rights to the road in a fun, social and safe 
manner. Meet@7pm, Union Square South. Times Up! 
For more info call: 212-802-8222orwww.times-up.org. 
Fri Mar 31. Riverside Ride. New scenic nighttime ride, 
taking in Central Park and Riverside Park. Meet@ 10 
pm, Columbus Circle. Times Up! For more info: 212- 
802-8222 or www.times-up.org. 

Sat Apr 1. Sticky Buns. Cycling tour of the best bak¬ 
eries in The Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens and 
Manhattan. Bring $ for baked goods and lunch. 50 
urban miles. Meet @ 8:30 am, Yura & Co. Bakery at 
1645 Third Ave. (at 92nd St.) in Manhattan. 5BBC. 
Helmets required. 

Sun Apr 2. Rock Around the Rock. Ferry to Staten 
Island. Go to east shore then west. See Richmond 
Restoration, climb Lighthouse Hill. 12 mph on flatter- 
rain. 50 mi., with a hill. Meet @ 9 am, City Hall. 5BBC. 

Helmets required. 

Fri Apr 7. Moonlight Ride. 
Monthly ride now held on 
first Friday of the month. 
Auto-Free ride through off- 
the-beaten tracks of 
Central Park. Meet @ 10 
pm, Columbus Circle. 
Times Up! For more info: 
212-802-8222 or 

www.times-up.org. 

Sat Apr 8. Radical Jews. 
Lower East Side walking 
tour, focuses on the 
Jewish immigration of the 
turn of the last century. 
Meet @ 1 pm, front of old 
Jewish Daily Forward 
Building, 175 E Broadway. 
3 hrs. $10. Radical Walking 
Tours: 718-492-0069. 
SatApr15. Blessing of the Bikes (Ride). Visit sections 
of Harlem, Morningside Heights and arrive at the 
doorsteps of St. John's of the Divine. All faiths wel¬ 
come. 10 miles, mostly flat. Meet@ 12 pm, Columbus 
Circle, 59th St., Central Park. 5BBC. Helmets required. 
Sun Apr 16. Brooklyn/Queens Mosaic. Tour LIC, 
Greenpoint, Williamsburg, Ft. Greene, Brooklyn Heights. 
Snack on the Promenade, close to the Brooklyn Bridge. 
Bring lock, snack or$. 20 mi., flat with a few hills. Meet 
@ 12:45 pm, Roosevelt Island Tramway 59th St. & 2nd 
Ave., in Manhattan. 5BBC. Helmets required. 

Sat. Apr 22. Earth Day Bike Parade/Action. Dress fes¬ 
tive and bring noise makers, drums and banners, fol¬ 
lowed by a musical picnic. Meet @ 2:30 pm. Union 
Square South, 14th St. Feeder rides leave from 
Central Park and Manhattan side of Brooklyn Bridge 
@ 2 pm Times Up!, Transportation Alternatives. For 
more details call T.A. 

Sun Apr 23. Brooklyn. Residential Tour. Explore quiet 
Brooklyn. Through Borough Park, Bay Ridge, 
Brighton Beach, Sheepshead Bay, Midwood, 
Kensington, etc. Bring lock, snack or $. 25 mi. Meet 
@ 12:45 pm, Prospect Park Picnic House. 5BBC. 
Helmets required. 

Fri Apr 28. Critical Mass: Musical Mass. Followed by 
8:15 screening of Ted White's new film "We are 
Traffic" at Blue Stockings Bookstore. Assert cyclists' 
rights to the road in a fun, social and safe manner. 
Meet @ 7pm, Union Square South. Times Up! For 
more info call: 212-802-8222 or www.times-up.org. 
Sat Apr 29. Harlem. Walking tour focusing on the his¬ 
tory that mainstream tours (and PBS!) leave out, includ¬ 
ing Marcus Garvey, Fidel Castro and the picketing of 
125th St. Meet@ 1 pm, corner of 125th and Malcom X 
Blvd. 4.5 hrs. $10. Radical Walking Tours: 718-492-0069. 


Save the Dates: Upcoming Rides & Events in 2000: 
May 4-6. The NYC Bike Show atthe World Trade 
Center. T.A. members receive reduced admission. 
See ad in this issue, page 22. 

Sun May 7. Bike NY. The Great Five Borough Bike 
Tour. 42 mile closed-road ride, www.bike- 
newyork.org or 212-932-BIKE. 

May 15-21. Bike Week 2000. A fun-filled week-long 
celebration of cycling in the city. Breakfasts, rides 
and more. To volunteer call T.A.: 212-629-8080. 
Sun May 21. Montauk Century. 100 mi. (or more, 
or less) to the end of LI. Benefits the 5BBC. 212- 
932-2300x 115. 

Sun Sept 10.11th Annual NYC Century Bike Tour. 

One of a kind 25/50/75/100 mi. tour of New York 
City. Benefits Transportation Alternatives. For pix 
from '99 see www.transalt.org. Ride brochures will 
be sent out in Summer 2000. 



ride resources 

Bad weather cancels most rides. 

Bicycle Touring Club of Northern N.J. 

201-225-1525 

Fast and Fabulous Cycling Club 

Lesbian and gay bike club 

212-567-7160 

Five Boro Bicycle Club 

212-932-2300 x115 

This is only a sample of 5BBC's many rides: 
helmets must be worn on all rides! 

L&M Tourers 

718-601-5332 

New York Cycle Club 

212-828-5711 

North Jersey Mountain Bike Club 

201-291-2332 
Paumonok Bicycle Club 

516-942-2084 

www.bicyclelongisland.org 

The Weekday Cyclists 

e-mail: TWCinNYC@aol.com 

Time's Up! 

212-802-8222 

skate resources 

Empire Skate Club 212-774-1774 

other resources 

Bicycle Network Development (maps) 

www.ci.nyc.ny.us / 212-442-4640 

CRITICAL 



Meet the last Friday of every month 7pm sharp at 
Union Square Park South on the steps at 14th Street 


Still 

Passing By 


Photos of messengers and delivery men 

by John Harris 


at 304.art gallery 
526 w. 26th st 
April 2 7-May 28 
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#33 _ 

Lions, tigers, 
and bicyclists, 
oh my! 

S pring's just around the corner so 
come join us as we take an excur¬ 
sion to The Queens Zoo located in 
Flushing Meadows Park. Here 
you'll see animals in their natural environ¬ 
ment while we, the homo sapiens cycli- 
nus, must keep to an enclosed path so the 
animals may taunt and make silly Far Side 
jokes about us (just kidding...we hope.) In 
addition, it's the permanent residence of 
that coyote that was running loose in 
Central Park last year and it features an 
adjacent petting zoo. You can easily visit 
both in an hour. Admission fee is $2.50. 
Round trip distance clocks in at 18 miles. 

Thanks for this month's cue sheet goes 
to Trudy Hutter, who along with Ann 
Shorter are the coordinators of The Week¬ 
day Cyclists (TWC), a loosely-knit cluster 
of cyclists that enjoy riding together. All 
TWC rides are free. Trudy extends an open 
invitation to all. 

For more information visit The Week¬ 
day Cyclists' website at: 

http://members.aol.com/trudyth 


Do this ride with 
Trudy and Ann! 

Sunday, March 26th at 10 AM. 

Very Important: Meet at the Roosevelt Island 
Tram near QBB (not Central Park), on 2nd Ave, 
between 59th - 60th Street. Bring a snack (or 
get food on the way), locks, and admission for 
the zoo. Closest subway stop is 
4,5 or 6 to 59th street. 

Bad weather cancels. 


TWC Ride to the Queens Wildlife Center in Flushing 


KEY: BR = Bear Right; BL - Bear Left 

Start Boathouse in Central Park 

Right East Dr 

Right 72 St Terrace Dr 

Left West Drive 

Right Seventh Ave South Exit 

Left 58 St 

Left 1 Ave (Stay on Left side) 

Left 60 St (SW corner of 1 Ave/60 St), 
(CAUTION: Do not enter 60 St) go 
through gate to enter Queensboro 
Bridge North Pathway 
Left Queens Plaza North 
Right 23 St 
Left 40 Ave 
Right Vernon Blvd to end 
Left 8 St 
Right 27 Ave 

Left 12 St (takes you into Shore Rd) 

Cross Astoria Blvd & on Right corner go up 
path to restrooms on Right 
Ahead Shore Blvd 
BR Onto Shore Blvd 
Right 20 Ave 
Left 41 St 

Right 19 Ave to end (81 St) 

Right 81 St 

BL Ditmars Blvd (prepare to make left 
on to 23 Ave after overpass) 

Left 23 Ave 

Left 86 St 

Right Ditmars Blvd 

Left Astoria Blvd 

BR Astoria Blvd/114 St 

Ahead 114 St 

Right Roosevelt Ave 

STOP 111 St & make Left to deli on 

opposite corner to pick up lunch 
Ahead 111 St 

Left 56 Ave to enter Flushing Meadow Park 
BL After entering park & ahead to 
fountain 

BL Go halfway around fountain & follow 
path ahead for about the distance of 
one block - Zoo at left 

Enter Zoo & eat lunch at tables/picnic area 
at Water Seal exhibit 


Return: to Boathouse in Central Park 
Left When exiting main zoo 
Left Go over overpass 
Right On exiting overpass 
BR Go over overpass 
Right On exiting overpass 
Ahead Follow path around right (west) side 
of lake end 

Exit Pathway (narrow dirt path) onto 
Jewel Ave 
Right Jewel Ave 
Left llOSt 
Right 70 Rd 

Left 108 St (71 Ave/Continental Ave) 

Right Exeter St 

Cross Yellowstone Blvd (BL & look for 
Alderton ahead) 

Right Alderton 
Left 63 Ave/Juniper Blvd N 
Stop Juniper Valley Park for water & 
restrooms 

Right Lutheran Ave (NW corner of park) 

Left Eliot Ave 

Right Fresh Pond Rd 

BL 61 St 

Left Flushing Ave 

Right Rust St/56 Rd 

Ahead 56 Rd 

Left Laurel Hill Rd/Review Ave 
Ahead Review Ave 
Left Borden Ave 
Right Vernon Blvd 
BR lOSt 

Right Queens Plaza South 

Ahead 

& Cross Pedestrian crossing to Queens Plaza 
North for Northern Pathway or 
Shuttle Bus 

Left 1 Ave 

Left 72 St (Cross 5 Ave & Enter Central 
Park) 

Right East Drive 
Left Boathouse 
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Shop Directory 

Visit Your Local Bike Shop! 

Thanks to all the shops below who support T. A. by offering our members a discount on purchases. 

Letters following store names indicate which items are discounted. Be sure to bring your T.A. membership card. 


A: Accessories 
B: Bicycles 
C: Clothing 
P: Parts 
R: Repairs 
S: Skates 
X: Bike Rentals 
*: No Discount on 
Sale Items 


MANHATTAN 

A Bicycle Shop 10% ACRP 349 W 14 St 
ANewGen Bikes *10% ABCR 832 9 Av 
Bicycle Habitat 81/4% ACR 244 Lafayette 
Bicycle Renaissance 8% ACRP 430 Columbus 
Bikeworks *10% PBX 106 Ridge St. 

Canal St Metro 10% ACPR 417 Canal 
City Bicycles *10% ACPRB 508 9th Ave 
C n' C Bicycle Works 8% ABCPRS 11011 Av 
Conrad's Bike Shop 8% ACRP 25 Tudor City PI 
Different Spokes 8% ACP 240 7 Av 
Emey's Bike Shop 10% ABS 141 E 17 St 
Enoch's Bike Shop *10% ACPR 756 10th Ave 
Frank's Bike Shop 10% APR 553 Grand St 
Gotham Bike Shop 10% ACPR 116 W Broadway 
Larry & Jeff's *10% ACPR 1690 2nd Av 
Larry & Jeff's *10% ACPR 3rd Av b/w 79th & 80th 
Manhattan Bicycles *10% ABCPR 791 9th Ave. 
Metro Bicycle Store *10% ACPR 1311 Lexngtn Av 
14 St Metro Bikes *10% ACPR 332 E 14 St 
Midtown Bicycle *10% ACPR 360 W 47 St 
96 St Metro Bikes *10% ACPR 231 W 96 St 
Scandinavian Ski & Sport *10% ACP 40 W 57 St 
Sid's Bike Shop *8% ABCPR 235 E 34 St 
Sixth Ave Bicycles *10% ACPR 546 6 Av 
Toga Bike Shop 10% ACPR 110 West End Av 
Tread Bike Shop *10% ACPR 225 Dyckman St. 
Victor's Bike Repair 8% ABR 4125 Broadway 

BROOKLYN 

Ace Cycles 10% ABCPR 1116 Coretelyou Rd 
Arnold's Bicycles 10% ACPR 4220 8 Av 
Bath Beach Cycles 10% ABCPR 2156 Bath Av 
Bay Ridge Bike 10% ACPRS 8916 3 Av 


Bicycle Land 10% ACR 424 Coney Island Av 

The Bike Shop 10% ACPR 240 Smith St 

Brooklyn Bicycle Center10% ABCPR 715 Coney Isl.Av 

Brooklyn Heights Bike 10% ACPR 278 Atlantic Av 

Dixon's *8% ABCPR 792 Union St 

Dyker Bike Store 8% ACPR 1412 86 St 

Ferrara Cycle 8% ABCPRS 6304 20 Av 

Larry's Cycle Shop 5% ABCPRS 1854 Flatbush Av 

On The Move 10% ACPS 400 7 Av 

P & H Bike 10% ABCPRS 1819 Coney Island Av 

Park Slope Cycles 10% ACPR 256 Flatbush Av 

R & A Cycles 10% ACP 105 5 Av 

Roy's Sheepshead 10% ACP 2679 Coney Island Av 

Sizzling Bicycles 8% ACPSRX 3100 Ocean Pkwy 

Verrazano Bicycle Shop 10% ACPR 8717 3rd Ave 

BRONX 

Bronx Bicycle Discount *10% ACPR 912 E.Gun Hill Rd 
Eddie's Cycle 5% A10% P 2035 Grand Concourse 
Neighborhood Cycle 10% ABCPR 571 Courtlandt Av 
Sid's Bike Shop 8% ACPRS 215 W 230 St 
Westchester Bike 10% ABCPRS 2611 Westchester 

QUEENS 

Astoria Bicycle 8% ABCPR 35-01 23 Av 
Bellitte Bicycle *10%ABCPR 169-20 Jamaica Av 
Bicycle Barn 8% R 107-34 Springfield Blvd 
Bike Stop 8% ACPRS 37-19 28 Av 
Bill's Cycles 10% 63-24 Roosevelt Av 
Bill's Ozone Park 15%AP 10%B 108th St & Liberty 
Buddy's 10% ACPR 79-30 Parsons Blvd 
Cigi Bicycle Shop 10% C 42-20 111 St 
Cigi I1 10% C 91-07 37 Av 


Grand Bicycle Center 10% BR 70-13 Grand Av 
Gray's Bicycles 8% ABCPR 82-34 Lefferts Blvd 
Labee Bicycles 10% ABP 159-01 Northern Blvd. 
Queens Discount Bike *10% ACPR 92-64 Queens Blvd 

LONG ISLAND 

Bicycle Planet *10% ACP 540 Jericho Tpke, Syosset 
Bikehampton *10%AP 36 Main St., Sag Harbor 
South Shore Bicycles *10% ACP 1065-67 B'way, Woodmere 
Valley Stream Bike 10% ACPR 95 E Merrick Rd 

WESTCHESTER 

Danny's Cycles *10% ACPX (Scarsdale) 644 Central Av 
Pelham Bicycle Center 15% APC 109 Wolfs Ln 

NEW JERSEY 

Academy 10% ABCPS (Palisades Park) 54 Grand Av 
Amber Cyclery 10% ACPR (Teaneck) 764 Palisade Av 
Bikemasters 10% ABCPR (Engelwood)l 1 Bennett Rd 
Bike Shop 10% ACP (Saddlebrook) 108 Rt 46 
Bikeworks *10%ACP (Rochelle Park) 383 Rochelle Av 
Clifton Speed 10% ABCPRS (Clifton) 1074 Main Av 
Cranford Bike *10% ABCPRS (Cranford) 103 N Union 
Marty Reliable 10% ACP (Morristown) 173 Speedwell 
RG's Bicycle 10% CP (Bayonne) 890 Bway 
Rte 15 Bike 10% ABCPRS (L. Hopatcong) State Hwy 15 
Somerville Cyclery *15% ACP (Somerville) 34 E Main St 
Strictly Bicycles 10% ARCP (Fort Lee) 521 Main St 
S.D.S. Bicycle Shops *10% ABCPR (Jersey City) 

351 Palisade Ave & (Cliffside Park) 674 Anderson Ave 
Tenafly Bike Workshop 10% ACPR 175 Country Rd 


Shops interested in joining the program should 
contact Cassie at T.A.:212-629-8080. 



LAW OFFICE OF 

ADAM D. WHITE, ESQ. 

305 Broadway, Suite 1101 

(BETWEEN DUANE AND THOMAS) 

New York, NY 10007 
212-577-9710 

adamlaw@earthlink.net 

HANDLING 
CYCLING ACCIDENTS 
AND YOUR 

OTHER LEGAL PROBLEMS 

— Free Consultation — 

No Recovery No Fee 
Affordable Rates 
Fellow Cyclist & City Resident 


BICYCLE HABITAT 

Get Your Wheels Done by Hobo's Expert Wheel Builders! 


Buy one tire 
get the same tire 

FREE! 


open only to T.A. Members with valid 
T.A. card and this ad - no copies! 



244 Lafayette Street 

b/w Spring & Prince NYC 

212-431-3315 


'NEW YORK'S BEST BIKE SHOP - NEW YORK MAGAZINE 
WWW.BICYCLEHABITAT.COM 


Offer expires 3/31/2000 
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Bikes Aboard 


Many local transit companies offer bike access. 
Always call ahead, and always be courteous. 


TRAINS 

Amtrak-800-872-7245, www.amtrak.com; bicycles travel only in baggage 
cars. Not all trains offer baggage service/have baggage cars. You may put your 
bike on an earlier train and pick it up when you arrive. Bicycles must be boxed, 
$5 fee each way. Roll-on service (no box needed) at most stops on "Vermon¬ 
ter" and "Adirondack" trains — call for reservations. 

Long Island Rail Road-718-558-8228 or www.mta.nyc.ny.us; need permit: 
pick one up at Penn or Grand Central Stations. $5 one-time fee. Collapsible 
bikes ok without permit. Same rules as Metro-North, except summer season 
weekend trains have serious restrictions-see permit for details. 

Metro North-212-532-4900; need permit, pick one up at Grand Central 
Station, window #27. $5 one-time fee. No bikes during rush hours (call for 
times for your station) and on several holidays. Limit 2 bikes per car, 8 per 
train, except special bike trains. Groups of 4 or more must call ahead. Bikes ok 
all weekends. Port Jervis line- get NJ Transit pass. 

New Jersey Transit-973-762-5100; need permit for train, no bikes on buses. 
Permit is free at Penn Station, at Track 10 in Hoboken, or by phone or 
www.njtransit/state.nj.us/bikeperm.htm. Collapsible bikes always permitted. No 
regular bikes during am rush hours to NY and pm rush hours to NJ. No bikes on 
some holidays. Bring two bungee cords to secure bike. 

NYTransit (Subway)-Bikes permitted at all times; be considerate and use 
ends of train cars. A few stations' gates limit bike exit/entry at times. 
PATH-800-234-PATH/201-216-6247; permit not required. Rush hour (into 
NYC) restrictions. No restrictions weekends and Holidays. 
SEPTA-(Philadelphia)-215-580-7800; Bikes permitted on regional rail, Norris¬ 
town, Market-Frankford, Broad St. lines. Off peak travel only. 

BUSES 

Academy-212-971 -9054, 212-962-1122; serves Jersey Shore. No charge. 
Adirondack/Pine Hill Trailways -800-858-8555; No fee, travels in lug¬ 
gage bay if space available, must be boxed or bagged (supply your own) and 
cannot exceed 8"x32"x60”. No guarantee that a connecting carrier will accept it. 
Asbury Park-212-971 -9054; No charge, call for restrictions. 


Bonanza-212-947-1766; national; $3 per bicycle, travels in luggage bay. 

Carey Transport— No bikes. 

Greyhound-800-231-2222; national service. Within NE Corridor same rules 
as Peter Pan. Elsewhere: provide your own box, (or $10), plus $15 fee. 

Hampton Jitney-800-936-0440; serves the Hamptons. $10 per bicycle, travels 
in luggage bay. 

Liberty Lines— No bikes. 

LI Bus-No bikes. 

MTA -718-445-3100; Seasonal on QBx 1 over Whitestone Bridge. 

Marti Trailways-800-233-8604; serves Philadelphia, Poconos. No fee, but 
provide your own box. 

Miami Express-212-781-7954; serves Jacksonville, Orlando, Miami. Col¬ 
lapsible or boxed bikes only, $0.50 per pound. 

OlympiaTrails-212-964-6233; No fee, call for details. 

Peter Pan-800-343-9999; No fee, travels in luggage bay, take off front 
wheel. However, be prepared to box your bike and pay, esp. during holidays. 

Red A Tan Lines- No bikes. 

Short Line-800-631-8405; Hudson River Valley. No fee, but now requires 
bikes to be in canvas bag or box. 

Sunrise Coach Lines-516-477-1200; $10 per bike, travels in luggage bay. 
Trailways-800-858-8555; no fee, must provide your own box or bag. 

FERRIES 

Delta Water Shuttle - 800-933-5935; to LaGuardia Airport. 

Seastreak - 800-262-8743; $3 fee: Pier 11: Manhattan to Highlands, NJ; 
Atlantic Highland, NJ; and Bay Ridge Brooklyn. 

Harbor Shuttle-888-254-RIDE; Bikes OK always, no fee. 

Fire Island Ferries-no bikes on ferries, must use infrequent cargo boat. 
New York Waterways-800-533-3779; Bikes OK always, $1 fee, limit 2 
bikes on most runs. No bikes on Port Imperial- Weehawken and Wall Street. 
New York Fast Ferry-800-NYF-NYFF; Bikes OK always, no fee. 

NY Water Taxi-no bikes allowed. 

Staten Island Ferry-71 8-815-BOAT; no extra charge, enter on Lower Level. 


Jo Ann Ellison, Esq., 

Attorney at Law & fellow cyclist 

Practicing in the areas of: 

►Bicycle Accidents >Personal Injury 
►Real Estate ►Corporations 

►Wills ►Contracts 

▲Free consultations 

212 - 260-8009 


STRIDA 

A WHOLE NEW WAY TO MOVE 

60 DAY TRIAL 
New low price 





r : ^ 


V 


• Stow anywhere 

• Greaseless 

• Fits on subway 

• Only 22 lbs. 




T.A. members: FREE rack & fenders with each Strida! 


www.strida.com • 800 787-4322 
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Slow ’em Down! 


Dear Mayor Giuliani: 

I am writing to request that you support 
cyclists in NYC. I am a Manhattan visiting 
nurse who rides my bike for transporta¬ 
tion from patient to patient. It is a fast, 
efficient means of travel. 

Today I went to a memorial at City 
Hall recognizing the deaths of 35 cyclists. 
I am grateful not to be among them; it 
could have just as easily been me. I 
appeal to you to do whatever you can to 
increase the awareness of cyclists. Post 
signs on the streets stating that the 
speed limit is 30 mph, instructing drivers 
to share the road with cyclists and to 
pass cyclists with care and space. Car 
users have a steel shell to protect them; 
we have only our skins and helmets. 
Many drivers scream at me to get off the 
road. Most of these people seem to be 
"out-of-towners" who don't realize that 
unlike in their bedroom communities, 
bikers here have rights to the road, 
because we are not permitted to ride on 
the sidewalks. When I approached one 
driver to ask him not to drive so fast and 
close to me, he said, "But I'm in the left 
lane — the fast lane." I reminded him that 
2nd Avenue is not the Long Island 
Expressway. 

I also want to see information in 
taxis reminding passengers to look before 
they exit cars. Again, it seems to be peo¬ 
ple unfamiliar with NYC traffic who open 
doors blindly, injuring or killing a cyclist. 
We should even go to the state level and 
include information in the New York 
State driver license manual to increase 
awareness of cyclists. Pass a bicycle like 
you pass a car — give space. Thank you 
for your support. 

Anita Prinz, RN 

New York, NY 


Lessons for Lone Stars 

Dear T.A.: 

I have moved to Texas, where I have 
made contact with some bicycling advo¬ 
cates. I find T.A.'s newsletter very helpful 
in understanding the problems faced by 
Austin as it grows from a small city to a 
big one. Keep up the good work! 

Emily H. Goodman 
Austin, TX 

Say howdy to Lance from us. -Ed. 

Keep it Coming 

Dear T.A.: 

My schedule lately has kept me from 
getting to any meetings or volunteer 
nights, but I want you to know I enjoy 
reading the e-mails and the magazine — 
keep them coming. You make it easy for 
us to get involved. From the postcards 
that can be signed and mailed off to list¬ 
ing other contacts — it makes me feel 
like I am doing something positive for 
cycling. I've been at a few mailing par¬ 
ties and they've been great. You keep me 
informed so very well. 

Pat Rampolla 
Ridgewood, NY 

Thanks Pat. Glad you could be at the 
recent rally — check out the cover! -Ed. 


Have you visited 
our website lately? 


http://www.transalt.org 


Featuring Bike Week 
volunteer signup and more! 


Banned in Albany 

Dear TA.: 

I recently received a telephone call from 
the head of security at the Albany Times 
Union, who ordered me to terminate all 
my contacts with the newspaper and its 
staff. The reason I was given for this ban 
was my repeated mailings during the 
past two years of altered "Automotive" 
news clippings to the weekly "Automo¬ 
tive" section staff. I usually wrote 
"TRANSPORTATION" in large black letter¬ 
ing across the front of the "Automotive" 
cover page, footnoted with "BIKE," 
"BUS," and "WALK." 

I did these mailings to protest the 
obsessive-compulsive automobile addic¬ 
tion which afflicts and affects all of us. 
While limited, responsible use of the 
automobile does have a place in society, 
but I feel that the "Automotive" section 
should change its name and focus to 
"Transportation," in order to fairly repre¬ 
sent ALL forms of ground transportation. 

John W. Morse 

Albany, NY 


Classifieds 


Classified ads are free for members, subject to a 3- 
line limit depending on space. Mail, fax, or e-mail 
ads to T.A. by April 15th for the next issue. One 
issue run unless requested otherwise. Fax: 212-629- 
8334 / e-mail: info@transalt.org. Not for commer¬ 
cial use. 

For Sale: Specialized M2 Road Bike and Trek 7600 
Hybrid. ROAD: Mg/AI 57 cm frame, shimano 105, 
mavic, SPDs, $750. HYBRID: Al frame, 21 gears, 
$300. Both excellent condition. Best offers taken. 
Call John: 718-788-1310. 

For Sale: 1999 Trek 7000 mountain bike. 18" blue 
frame. RockShox Judy 100 mm. Hydracoil fork and 
RockShox suspension seatpost. Like new, bought 
8/1999. $800. Call Joseph: 732-238-7092. 



DISCOUNT FOR T.A, MEMBERS 


FREE ADMISSION 
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CYCLING ACCIDENT CLAIMS 

Legal Counsel, Representation and Litigation 

"Twenty years of cycling experience has made me painfully 
aware of the injuries caused by road accidents." 

My office represents fellow cyclists who have been injured by careless 
motorists...There is no charge to discuss your legal rights in any 
situation where you have suffered injury or damage. A fee is charged 
when compensation is obtained from the motorist's insurance company. 

For further information and complimentary consultation contact: 

Barton L Slavin, Esq. 
(212)233-1010 
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Calendar 


For updated event information and last minute changes, see T.A.'s web calendar at 

http://www.transalt.org/calendar/index.html 


March 


Wed. Mar 8 

6-9 pm 

Volunteer Night. T.A. Office. Let Mardi Gras 
linger another day! Come in and getyourfill 
on snacks, conversation and envelope seal¬ 
ing. For more info call T.A. 

Mon. Mar 20 

6:30 pm Brooklyn Committee monthly meeting. Park 
Slope location. Call T.A. for details 212-629- 
8080. 

Tue. Mar 28 

6-8 pm 

Auto-Free NY Meeting. T.A. Office. "Update 
on Electric Cars, Trucks & Buses." Speaker: 
Patrick Centolanzi, Electric Transportation 
Systems Engineer, New York Power Authori¬ 
ty. For more info call George: 212-475-3394 or 
geohaikalis@juno.com. 

Wed. Mar 29 

6-9 pm 

Volunteer Night. T.A. Office. Brighter days 
mean brighter volunteer nights! Come in and 
lend us a hand. For more info call T.A. 

April 


Thur. Apr 6 

6 pm 

Give/Get Respect. Direct action encouraging 
better understanding, relations and respect 
between cyclists, pedestrians and motorists. 
Location TBA. For more details call Susan at T.A. 

Tue. April 

7 pm 

T.A. Bronx Chapter Meeting. Get the latest on 
Bronx greenways and find out how you can 
help promote bicycling in The Bronx. Location 
TBA. For more info call Rich: 718-653-2203. 

Wed. Apr 12 

6-9 pm 

Volunteer Night. T.A. Office. April showers? 
Seek shelter and snacks at the T.A. Office. 

For more info call T.A. 


Mon. Apr 17 
Sat. Apr 22 


6:30 pm Brooklyn Committee monthly meeting. Call 
T.A. for details 212-629-8080. 

2:30 pm Earth Day Bike Parade. Join T.A., Times Up! 
and other bicycle activists to remind New 
Yorkers about the environmental benefits of 
cycling. Departing from Union Square South, 
at 14th St. Feeder rides leave from Central 
Park and Manhattan Side of Brooklyn Bridge 
at 2:00 pm. For more details call Susan at T.A. 


6-8 pm 


Tue. Apr 25 


Wed. Apr 26 


May 


Sun. May 7 10 am- 4 pm. 


May 15-19 all week 


Auto-Free NY Meeting. T.A. Office. "Strategies 
for Reducing Car Use in NYC." Special Earth 
Day 2000 Edition. Auto-Free NY’s Livable City 
Transport Plan. Speaker: George Haikalis, 
Transport Planner. For more info call George: 

212-475-3394 or geohaikalis@juno.com. 

6-9 pm Volunteer Night. Volunteering is in the airl 
It’s ok to give in...join us at the T.A. Office. 


Bike NY. Volunteer at the T.A. table at the 
Bike NY Finish in SI. For more info or to sign 
up call Cassie at T.A. 

Bike Week. A week long celebration of 
bicycling in New York full of rides, breakfasts 
and other fun activities. For more info, or to 
volunteer, call T.A. For a schedule of events, 
check the calendar atwww.transalt.org. 


NEW YORK' 



Sunday May 7 


8am rain or shine 

www.bikenevvyork.orgl 
Ride with family arxl friends in a NYC2000 rrieminm event! 

<£b Join jU,(.XJ0 rtxTtvntir.nnl cyclists ter <n 42 mlc ndr on traffic-tire streets thrrx^i New York's five Ixn'OUjhs! 
<jA.> lour ends with a I estival featuring music, exhbits, and fun! 


for registration into, call the Tourlne: 212-932-BIKE or emai: jnfc@bikenewyork.org tor registration brochure 


produced by: 
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Ride for fun. 

Ride for clean air and a more livable 
urban environment. 

Just ride! 

Strut your environmentally sensible transportation stuff on 
the streets of New York City at the Earth Day Bike Parade 
on Saturday, April 22. 

This fun and casual annual ride leaves from Union Square 
South at 2:30 pm, with feeder rides leaving from Columbus 
Circle and City Hall Park at 2:00 pm. Bring noisemakers, 
food and a friend. 

Call T.A. for details or cheek out our website: 
www.transalt.org 


Bike Week 2000 
May 15-21 

Bike Week: That very special time of the year 
when we celebrate the faithful and inspire the 
novice. 

Join T.A. and the New York City bike community 
for a full week of Bike-a-licious breakfasts, holy 
rolling rides, lycra-free mixers and other fun 
bike friendly affairs. 

The May-June issue of T.A. magazine will have a 
full schedule of events, or check our website. 



Transportation Alternatives 
115 W 30th St Ste 1207 
New York NY 10001-4010 


Do not forward. 
Do not return. 


Non-Profit Org 
US Postage Paid 
New York, NY 
Permit No. 1098 


I * 







